V 


ZECH.  4:  11-14 


REV.  11  : 3,  4 


VOL.  XXX  JUNE,  1916 


No.  6 


A MONTHLY  MISSIONARY  JOURNAL 
Published  by  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
North  America  in  the  interest  of  Mission  Work 


Subscription  price  * ©ne  Dollar  a H?ear 

POSTAGE  FREE  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD 


COIV  TEN  TS 

Editorials 

. 141 

Tithing  (Iowa  Presbytery) 

151 

Special  Articles 

• 143 

News  from  the  Field 

155 

Monographs 

. I47 

Women’s  Department 

163 

Circulation  Department  •.  166 

Annual  Report  to  Synod  of  Foreign  Mission  Board  . .167 


* 


OLIVE  TREES 

A Monthly  Missionary  Journal 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  OF 
THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA  IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  ALL  MISSION  WORK 
AT  4031  LOCUST  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

REV.  McLEOD  MILLIGAN  PEARCE,  D.  D.  ) 

REV.  ROBERT  ANDREW  BLAIR,  M.  A.  f 

Address  all  Communications  to 

R . f\.  BLAIR 

4031  Logust  Strebt  - - Philadelphia 

Telephone : Baring  7304  R.  Cable  Address  : Metheny,  Philadelphia 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  January  6,  1916,  at  the  post  office  at  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  Act  of  March  3,  1879. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1915-16  OF  W.  M.  S.  OF 
PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 

President — Mrs.  R.  W.  Wallace,  108  Lafayette  Avenue,  N.  S., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

First  Vice-President — Mrs.  R.  M.  Pearce,  8116  Fifth  Avenue, 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

Second  Vice-President — Mrs.  D.  C.  Mathews,  New  Alexandria,  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary — Mrs.  H.  A.  Calderwood,  5510  Kentucky 

Treasurer — Mrs.  S.  R.  Wills,  814  Pitt  Street,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 
Ave  nue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Mrs.  R.  A.  M.  Steele,  321  Lehigh 
Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Superintendent  of  Literature  and  Mission  Study — Mrs.  H.  A. 
Fisher,  8444  Fleming  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  N.  S. 

Superintendent  of  Children's  Bands — Mrs.  D.  C.  Ward,  7004 
Lemington  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Thankoffering  Secretary — Mrs.  J.  K.  M.  Tibby,  Ridge  Avenue, 
Crafton,  Pa. 

Temperance  Secretary — Mrs.  W.  R.  Porter,  218  Burgess  Street, 
N.  S.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


R.  M.  SOMMER V1LLE,  D.  D.  MRS.  R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE 


DR.  SOMMERVILLE  founded  “OLIVE  TREES”  and  edited  it  for  29  years. 

OLIVE  TREES 

A Monthly  Journal  devoted  to  Missionary  Work  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  U.  S.  A. 


VOL  XXX 


JUNE,  1916 


No.  6 


The  great  call  from  all  our  Fields  is 
for  more  Prayer.  Let  us  all  read  the 
Junior  Department  of  this  month 
from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  D.  C.  Ward,  who 
herself  knows  of  the  great  need  and 
the  great  result  of  prayer  in  the  Mis- 
sion field  and  see  if  we  cannot  fill  up 
the  volume  of  prayer  that  is  necessary 
for  God  to  bless  us  with  the  desired 
blessings. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Foreign 
Board  held  in  New  York,  May  16th, 
Miss  Nelle  A.  Brownlee,  who  comes 
to  us  from  the  Associated  Church 
through  the  Stafford  congregation, 
was  appointed  as  a Bible  woman  to 
China.  It  is  possible  that  a young 
graduate  of  our  Seminary  and  one  or 
two  others  will  be  able  to  sail  this  Fall 
along  with  Miss  Brownlee  and  a 
goodly  number  of  our  returning  mis- 
sionaries. 


We  would  call  special  attention  to 
the  report  of  the  E.  M.  C.  in  the  Iowa 
Presbytery.  Read  it  in  connection 
with  the  report  from  Kansas  in  April 
Olive  Trees.  We  hope  other  Presby- 
teries will  be  encouraged  by  the  work 
these  two  have  done. 


We  are  constantly  receiving  obitu- 
ary notices  that  far  exceed  the  limit 
of  fifty  words.  Even  when  we  do 
publish  these  longer  notices  they  have 
to  be  held  over  from  month  to  month 
for  lack  of  space.  An  obituary  notice 
of  fifty  words  will  almost  always  be 
printed  the  first  month  after  being 
received. 

Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll  and  two  chil- 
dren landed  at  New  York  Sabbath, 
May  14th.  They  were  met  by  Mr.  R. 
J.  Bole,  of  our  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
Mrs.  McCarroll  has  gone  to  Pittsburgh 
and  vicinity.  We  hope  she  will  soon 
be  completely  restored  to  health. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  cost  of 
handling  the  funds  and  all  the  execu- 
tive work  only  amounts  to  four-fifths 
of  one  per  cent.  This  means  that 
99  1-5  per  cent,  of  every  dollar  you 
give  go  directly  to  the  work  on  the 
Field.  This  is  a record  that  no  other 
Board  that  we  know  off  can  show. 
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DR.  J.  BOGGS  DODDS  “CALLED.” 


Doctor  Dodds  was  appointed  as  a 
missionary  on  October  3,  1892.  He 
and  Mrs.  Dodds  sailed  from  New  York 
December  21,  1892.  They  arrived  at 
Mersine,  February  2,  1893,  and  reach- 
ed Suadea  March  31,  1893. 

In  October,  1895,  when  the  Church 
at  home  was  experiencing  difficulty  in 
securing  missionaries  to  go  to  China, 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Dodds  wrote  that  if 
some  one  could  be  found  to  take  their 
work  in  Syria  they  would  be  glad  to 
go  to  China  or  anywhere  else  the 
Church  might  want  them  to  go. 

Dr.  Dodds  resigned  from  the  For- 
eign Field  after  ten  years  of  service 
on  account  of  health  conditions  in  his 
family.  In  1906  he  secured  leave  of 
absence  from  his  congregation  and 
went  back  to  Suadea  and  labored  there 
for  two  more  years,  during  which 
time  his  family  remained  at  Sterling, 
Kansas.  Cooper  College  conferred 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  on 
him  in  1905. 


Mrs.  Dodds  and  their  four  sons  are 
left  to  mourn  his  loss.  Will,  the  eld- 
est, graduates  from  Kansas  Univer- 
sity, June  4,  1916.  Torrence,  the  sec- 
ond, graduates  from  Greely  High 
Slchtool,  May  26th.  Walter,  the  third 
boy,  will  be  a Junior  in  High  School 
next  year,  and  Kennedy,  the  young- 
est, is  in  the  5th  grade  in  the  public 
schools  of  Greely,  Colo.,  where  Dr. 
Dodds  has  been  pastor  for  two  years. 


The  following  was  prepared  by  di- 
rection of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions : 

When  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions met  on  May  16th  the  announce- 
ment was  made  that  our  brother  be- 
loved, the  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  D.  D., 
had  been  called  to  his  heavenly  home. 
The  members  of  the  Board  were  deeply 
moved  by  the  fact,  and  promptly 
agreed  to  send  expression  of  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  family;  also  to  ex- 
press to  them  and  to  the  church  the 
Board’s  high  appreciation  of  Dr. 
Dodds  as  an  efficient  missionary  of  our 
church  in  the  Levant.  We  remember 
with  special  gratitude  his  leaving  fam- 
ily and  congregation  to  return'  to 
Syria  for  several  years  until  others 
were  prepared  to  take  up  the  work. 
The  work  in  Syria  has  profited  by  his 
labor  and  zeal  while  in  the  field  and 
since  then  while  in  the  home  land. 

Now,  while  in  the  vigor  and  full 
flower  of  usefulness,  the  Master  has 
suddenly  called  him  away  from  his 
family,  congregation  and  large  circle 
of  loving  friends.  He  alone  knows 
why.  We  are  dumb  with  silence  and 
ask  ability  to  say  “Thy  will  be  done.” 
Our  times  are  in  His  hands. 

The  Board  extends  to  the  bereaved 
family  and  friends  the  sympathy  of 
its  members,  with  assurance  of  their 
prayers  for  divine  strength  and  com- 
fort in  this  sore  trial. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board, 

A.  A.  Samson, 
Chairman. 


OLIVE  TREES 


143 


SPECIAL  ARTICLES 


A TRIP  THROUGH  THE  FAR 
EAST 


By  Charles  A.  Stewart. 

As  I have  not  written  anything  for 
the  Olive  Trees  for  nearly  three 
years,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention 
something  of  what  I have  done  and 
met  with  since  I finished  my  first  3- 
year  term  of  service  here.  I may  not 
seem  so  much  of  a stranger  if  you 
know  a little  more  about  me. 

At  the  close  of  school,  in  June,  I 
went  over  to  Syria  for  a visit  with  my 
folks.  It  was  the  last  chance  for  my 
parents  to  have  their  three  boys  all 
together  with  them,  for  my  brother 
Robert  left  for  America,  and  soon 
after  I started  on  my  year’s  trip  to 
the  same  destination.  On  my  way  to 
India  I was  a week  at  Beirut,  with  a 
side  trip  up  into  the  Lebanon  moun- 
tains; then  another  week  at  Haifa, 
where  I visited  a German  friend,  who 
went  with  me  to  Mount  Carmel,  Tibe- 
rius, Nazareth  and  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 
Then  followed  a warm  trip  through 
the  Suez  Canal,  Red  Sea  and  Indian 
Ocean.  I landed  at  Bombay,  where  I 
stayed  at  the  American  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
for  a couple  of  days  before  taking  a 
1500-mile  railway  journey  up  to  Raw- 
olpindi,  in  the  Punjab.  The  trip  took 
nearly  forty-eight  hours. 

The  nine  months  that  I was  in  India 
I spent  teaching  at  the  Gordon  Mission 
College  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Mission.  I was  given  a class  in  Eng- 
lish, another  in  history,  and  a third  in 
Scripture.  I enjoyed  the  college  work 
and  found  the  Indian  student  good  ma- 
terial to  work  with.  There  was  much 
more  of  an  opportunity  for  doing  per- 


sonal work  than  we  ever  have  here.  In 
addition  to  the  work  at  the  college  I 
tutored  two  boys,  the  sons  of  the  Guru, 
or  religious  head  of  the  Sikhs.  Their 
father  was  almost  worshipped  by  thou- 
sands of  Sikhs  in  the  Punjab.  The 
boys  also  attended  the  Mission  High 
School.  My  cousin,  a short-term  pro- 
fessor at  the  college,  and  I,  spent  all 
holidays  in  visiting  other  mission  sta- 
tions and  points  of  special  interest, 
such  as  Agra,  Delhi,  Lucknow,  Cawn- 
port,  Banares,  Hardwar,  Lahore  and 
Peshawar. 

It  was  a pleasure  to  have  even  a 
small  part  in  the  great  work  that  the 
missionaries  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Church  are  carrying  on  in  the 
Punjab.  A more  devoted,  earnest  and 
thorough  band  of  workers  I have  never 
met  with.  Since  I have  been  with 
them  Christian  mission  work  has 
meant  more  to  me  than  it  ever  did  be- 
fore. I caught  something  of  the  spirit 
that  I found  in  every  station  that  I 
visited.  One  was  made  to  feel  at  home 
anywhere  and  at  anytime. 

The  field  there  is  altogether  differ- 
ent from  our  own,  either  here  or  in 
Syria.  Ways  are  open  there  that  have 
been  closed  to  us  here  in  the  Levant. 
Methods  are  used  that  could  be  used 
to  advantage  in  our  own  field  on  the 
mainland,  provided  a free  range  is 
given  to  mission  work  at  the  close  of 
this  war.  But  there  is  an  altogether 
different  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  on  the  question  of  religion  to 
what  we  find  in  our  field.  There,  they 
are  quite  ready  to  listen  to  or  discuss 
religious  topics ; here,  religion  is  what 
they  seem  to  care  least  to  hear  about. 
As  the  country  is  brought  more  closely 
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into  touch  with  Western  ideas  and  im- 
provements this  attitude  may  change 
so  that,  to  me,  the  present  appears  to 
be  the  critical  moment  for  winning 
India  for  Christ.  There  is  a fascina- 
tion about  the  work  in  India  that 
makes  one  want  to  go  back  again.  I 
did  not  escape  it,  and  have  not  settled 
that  question  yet.  Before  leaving 
India  I had  three  offers  of  positions  in 
northern  China.  Two  of  these  offers 
were  for  work  in  the  Shantung  Chris- 
tian University.  I decided  that  my 
field  should  be  either  the  Levant  or 
India. 

My  cousin  and  I left  India  by  way 
of  Calcutta  and  for  company  had  an 
eleven-year-old  missionary  boy,  who 
was  being  sent  home  to  school.  Our 
stops  along  the  route  home  were  at 
Penang,  Singapore  and  Hong  Kong. 
There  we  were  met  by  Rev.  E.  C. 
Mitchell,  who  took  us  out  to  Cheung 
Chow,  the  summer  retreat  of  our 
China  missionaries.  We  did  enjoy 
meeting  the  missionaries  who  were 
there,  and  they  certainly  did  give  us  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  we  were  very 
sorry  that  our  stay  there  had  to  be  cut 
short.  Our  Sabbath  on  the  island  was 
a very  pleasant  one.  The  island  is 
certainly  an  ideal  retreat  for  rest  and 
quiet,  but  to  us,  who  were  used  to  a 
hot  and  dry  climate,  the  nights  there 
were  entirely  too  damp  for  us  to  feel 
comfortable.  Mr.  Mitchell  had  in- 
tended going  up  with  us  to  Tak  Hing, 
but  we  gave  up  that  part  of  our  trip 
on  account  of  the  high  floods  that 
were  then  devastating  that  region. 
Dr.  Dickson  went  up  with  us  to  Can- 
ton for  a day’s  wanderings  in  that 
great  city. 

After  leaving  Hong  Kong,  our  next 
stop  was  at  Keelum,  Formosa.  From 


there  we  went  to  Shanghai  and  then 
on  to  Japan.  Leaving  the  ship  at 
Kobe  we  went  by  rail  to  Kyoto  for  a 
day,  then  on  to  Tokio  for  a couple  of 
days,  and  we  then  joined  our  ship 
again  at  Yokohoma. 

The  trip  across  the  Pacific  was  de- 
lightful, but  we  were  glad  to  land 
once  more.  The  route  across  the  Can- 
adian Rockies  furnished  us  with 
scenes  that  we  will  long  remember. 

My  year  at  home  was  chiefly  spent 
in  doing  graduate  work  at  Princeton 
and  Columbia.  At  Princeton  my  work 
was  in  Economics  and  Politics;  and  1 
secured  my  Master’s  degree  in  Eco- 
nomics. As  a preparation  for  my 
work  here,  I attended  the  summer  ses- 
sion at  Columbia  and  took  all  my 
work  in  education.  My  time  there 
was  profitably  spent. 

It  was  a pleasure  to  me  to  be  able 
to  attend  the  opening  and  closing  ex- 
ercises at  Geneva,  to  be  back  there 
once  more  among  old  scenes,  to  see 
the  wonderful  improvements  that 
have  been  made,  to  greet  former  pro- 
fessors and  comrades  of  college  days, 
and  to  meet  the  new  generation  of 
Genevans. 

To  the  two  New  Wilmington  Mis- 
sionary conferences,  whose  closing 
meetings  I was  able  to  attend,  I owe 
a great  deal.  I got  there  an  insight 
into  what  is  meant  by  the  Victorious 
Life.  What  living  that  life  should 
mean  to  every  Christian!  The  spirit 
of  the  conference  was  such  as  to  make 
one  want  to  get  out  right  away  to 
serve  somewhere.  The  testimonies 
given  at  the  “Say-So  Meeting,”  the 
final  day,  were  wonderful  evidences 
of  the  power  of  the  spirit  to  work  in 
the  young  lives  gathered  there  for  the 
ten  days  of  the  conference. 

Here  I am  now  on  the  field,  having 
arrived  on  October  9th,  after  an  ex- 
citing trip  out  from  home.  I was  de- 
layed  one  week  through  the  fire  on 
board  the  Saint  Anna,  and  found  the 
work  here  under  way.  In  less  than  a 
week  it  seemed  a dream  that  I had 
been  away  from  here  at  all. 
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THE  ADVANCE  OF  A DECADE,  1905-1915 
Religious  Statistics  Compiled  for  Laymen's  Missionary  Convention,  Los 
Angeles,  California,  February  27-March  1,  1916. 


DENOMINATIONS 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE. 

1905  2 67  $1,248  $156  $80  $236  $19.16  $3.52  

1915  3 199  4,578  1,066  783  1,849  23.00  13.22  197  259  641 

LOS  ANGELES  CITY. 

1905  1 32  $705  $51  $50  $101  $22.00  $3.15  

1915  1 90  2,366  612  538  1,150  26.30  12.78  181  235  1038 

E.  Guy  Talbott,  Executive  Secretary. 


GREAT  CONVENTION  AT  LOS 
ANGELES 


54  Covenanters  Registered. 

I am  forwarding  a statistical  report 
read  at  our  Laymen’s  Missionary  Con- 
vention, in  Los  Angeles,  last  week.  It 
shows  that  in  the  West  as  well  as  in 
the  East  the  R.  P.  Church  is  not  be- 
hind in  Missionary  enterprise.  About 
90  per  cent,  of  our  men  were  regis- 
tered in  the  convention.  There  were 
nearly  6300  delegates,  of  which  5900 
were  paid  registrations.  The  largest 
convention  of  the  kind  ever  held.  The 
largest  convention  of  paid,  registered 
delegates  ever  held  in  this  country. 

Dr.  J.  S.  McGaw  gave  a splendid  re- 
view of  the  convention  before  the  Los 
Angeles  R.  P.  Congregation  on  the 
Sabbath  following. 

The  Los  Angeles  Congregation  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  having  two 
missionaries,  representing  her  two 
general  fields  of  Foreign  Missions,  to 
spend  most  of  the  winter  among  them. 
Their  presence  has  been  an  inspiration 
and  we  hope  may  bear  good  fruit. 

Very  sincerely, 

P.  J.  McDonald. 


DO  IT  NOW! 

Delber  H.  Elliott. 

Some  one’s  longing  for  your  smile ; 
Give  it  now ! 

Why  keep  him  waiting  for  a while? 
Do  it  now! 

He  can  quickly  find  a frown 
Anywhere  about  the  town. 

Smile,  just  now! 

Do  you  have  kind  words  to  offer? 
Speak  them  now ! 

A bit  of  cheer  some  soul  to  proffer? 
Give  it  now! 

Why  cause  hungry  souls  to  wait 
Until  per  chance  it  is  too  late? 

Help  them  now ! 

Have  you  tender  love  and  kindness? 
Show  it  now! 

Why  keep  dear  ones  veiled  in  blind- 
ness? 

Cheer  them  now ! 

What  use  are  flowers  on  a breast 'of 
clay 

When  life  has  closed  its  final  day? 
Place  them  now ! 

Some  soul  near  you  now  is  sinking. 
Reach  it  now ! 

Dying ! while  you’re  hardly  thinking — 
Warn  it  now! 

Shall  it  suffer  endless  sorrow 
’Cause  you  waited  till  tomorrow? 

Help  it  now ! 
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{HI  My  purpose  in  life  shall  include:  Hi 

lij  1 — The  adoption  of  Christ’s  Hi 

j;;j  purpose  of  world  evangelization  I j 
HU  and  world  warfare, 
jij  2 — An  earnest  effort  to  win  HI 

|::j  mdn  to  Christ  by  personal  testi-  ||1 
{lij  mony  and  appeal.  I||j 

{:;}  3 — The  adoption  of  a Scrip-  j:i 

jj  tural  standard  of  giving  as  well  ||| 
{"{  as  system  in  giving.  ||j 

? | 4 — The  daily  renewal  by  Bible  j I 

|;;j  study  and  prayer,  including  the  ||| 
{ { family  altar.  |;;| 


In  all  conventions  of  the  Layman’s 
Missionary  Movement  held  in  the 
Southern  States  the  above  banner 
hung  in  front  of  the  delegates,  and  the 
men  present  were  challenged  to  accept 
that  much,  at  least,  of  “a  worthy  life 
program.”  Many  hundreds  of  men 
took  the  cards  prepared  by  Dr.  D. 
Clay  Lilly,  field  secretary  in  charge, 
not  in  the  way  of  a recorded  pledge, 
but  as  a memorandum  to  keep  them 
in  mind  of  these  fundamentals. 


The  Sabbath  School  of  the  Third 
Church,  Philadelphia,  reported  to  the 
Board  that  following  a visit  by  Miss 
Johnston,  Field  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sion to  the  Lepers,  a number  of  classes 
had  taken  “Pete  Pig”  banks  and  that 
considerable  money  had  been  collected 
for  the  lepers.  A number  of  classes 
wished  to  keep  up  this  good  work  and 
desired  to  know  if  the  Foreign  Board 
would  receive  the  money  to  be  col- 
lected for  the  work  among  the  lepers 
at  Do  Sing,  a goodly  number  of  whom 
are  members  of  our  church.  The  Board 
heartily  commended  the  work  and  as- 
sured them  that  it  would  be  glad  to 


receive  their  contributions  for  this 
work. 

The  Mission  of  the  Covenant  Sab- 
bath School  in  Philadelphia  has  since 
Miss  Johnston’s  visit  collected  over 
$20  for  the  lepers,  but  for  reasons  ap- 
parent to  all,  they  took  a “Bossie  Cow” 
instead  of  a “Pete  Pig”  as  their  bank. 


MOTHERS’  MEETING,  THIRD 
CHURCH,  PHILADELPHIA 

As  we  have  been  asked  to  tell  you  about 
our  Mothers’  meeting,  we  are  thinking  of 
sending  reports  of  them  regularly. 

The  meetings  are  held  every  three  weeks, 
and  the  mothers  are  telling  us  that  we  do 
not  hold  them  often  enough,  so  that  sounds 
encouraging,  doesn’t  it? 

We  started  the  regular  meetings  a little 
over  a year  ago.  Miss  Margaret  McCand- 
less,  our  Home  Missionary,  visited  the 
homes  of  the  mission  scholars,  and  invited 
their  mothers  to  come  to  these  meetings. 
Last  March  we  had  an  average  attendance 
of  fifteen.  We  now  have  from  fifty  to  sixty 
mothers  coming  to  each  meeting.  A spirit 
of  co-operation  is  manifest  in  the  meetings, 
and  each  mother  is  trying  to  bring  others 
along  to  enjoy  the  evening. 

We  generally  devote  about  ten  minutes 
to  the  singing  of  the  Psalms,  which,  al- 
though new  to  many  of  them,  they  seem  to 
thoroughly  enjoy.  Then,  after  requests  for 
prayer  have  been  made,  there  follows  a 
period  of  prayer  in  which  all  are  urged 
to  take  part. 

After  the  prayers  we  have  the  Bible 
reading.  The  mothers  read  alternately  with 
the  chairman,  and  we  generally  take  time 
for  short  explanation  of  the  verses. 

Then  we  have  the  speaker  for  the  even- 
ing, who  talks  to  us  for  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes.  Light  refreshments  and 
a social  hour  follow. 

Throughout  the  year  we  have  had  as 
speakers,  our  pastor,  Mrs.  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Jos.  Steele,  Mr.  Samuel  Boggs,  Dr.  Bemus 
Rev.  Joseph  Mackie,  Mrs.  Mercer  and 
others. 

They  have  given  us  splendid  help,  and 
we  feel  that  God  has  greatly  blessed  our 
Mothers’  Meetings. 

Laura  M.  Adams, 
Chairman. 
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STRAY  MEMORIES  OF  A CHILD- 
HOOD SPENT  IN  THE 
LEVANT 

IV. 

LESSONS. 

One  of  the  commonest  sights  of  my 
childhood  was  my  mother  in  her  low 
rocking-chair,  one  child  standing  on 
the  seat  behind  her,  a baby  and  a book 
in  her  lap,  teaching  me  my  lessons.  It 
sounds  strenuous.  It  was.  You  moth- 
ers who  send  your  little  ones  off  to 
school  five  mornings  in  a week,  and 
to  Sabbath  school  a sixth,  imagine 
what  it  would  be  like  to  have  to  teach 
them  yourselves.  Th^t  is  what  my 
mother  had  to  do,  if  we  were  to  be 
taught  at  all.  She  had,  it  is  true,  some- 
one to  do  the  cooking  for  her,  but  we 
more  often  than  not  had  guests  for 
meals,  and  guests  to  stay  the  night, 
for  whom  food  had  to  be  planned  and 
beds  arranged.  Besides,  for  years 
some  of  the  unmarried  women  of  the 
mission  boarded  with  us,  and  mother 
found  time  to  do  a good  deal  of  mis- 
sionary work  besides  writing  a great 
deal  for  the  church  papers  and  carry- 
ing on  a large  private  correspondence 
and  doing  most  of  my  father’s  writing 
for  him.  Most  of  my  women  friends 
would  have  thought  that  they  had  done 
quite  enough  without  having  their 
children  to  teach  in  addition.  But  for 
eighteen  years,  at  the  least,  eleven 
months  in  the  year,  she  gave  us  three 
hours  five  mornings  in  the  week,  and 
was  our  Sabbath  School  teacher  in  ad- 
dition. At  the  time  I was  not,  to  put 
it  mildly,  particularly  grateful  to 
mother  for  her  trouble.  But  in  the 
years  since  as  I have  traveled  over 


many  lands  and  taught  many  chil- 
dren, as  I have  watched  other  moth- 
ers trying  to  do  what  my  mother  did, 
I wonder  more  and  more  at  what  she 
did  for  us.  The  inefficiency  and  slip- 
shodness of  some  of  the  teacher-moth- 
ers that  I have  watched  is  due  to  a 
want  in  a sense  of  values.  The  per- 
fectly-kept house  seems  more  import- 
ant to  them  than  the  minds  of  their 
children.  Others  do  nothing  because 
they  have  not  the  latest  appliances  of 
the  Montessori  system,  or  the  latest 
methods  from  Berlin,  claiming  that  a 
person  should  do  a thing  perfectly  or 
not  at  all.  My  mother  did  her  best 
with  the  appliances  at  hand,  and  as  I 
read  the  latest  books  on  education 
these  days,  and  this  and  that  sugges- 
tion of  up-to-date  psychology,  I see 
that  her  sure  instinct  lead  her  in  the 
very  paths  indicated  by  modern  re- 
search into  the  child-mind. 

History,  to  instance  one  study,  was 
taught  us,  not  in  meagre  snips,  ster- 
ilized of  all  human  interest,  but  in  the 
generous  pages  of  Dickens,  Green, 
Prescott,  Guizot,  d’Aubigny,  Henry  C. 
Lea,  to  take  a few  names  at  random, 
and  in  articles  in  the  best  American 
and  British  magazines  and  reviews. 
She  had  not  much  money  to  spend  on 
gifts  for  us,  but  the  number  of  us  who 
were  at  home  at  the  same  time  was 
usually  five,  and  she  got  us  each  a book 
for  our  birthdays  and  at  the  New 
Year.  Our  prizes,  too,  for  finishing 
our  catechism  and  learning  the  hun- 
dred-nineteenth Psalm  and  the  like, 
were  always  books.  A great  many 
of  these  were  historic  novels  by  Al- 
fred Church,  Mrs.  Charles,  Dickens, 
Bulwer-Lytton,  Miss  Yonge,  Kingsley 
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and  other  good  writers  of  historical 
romance.  George  Ebers  was  another 
who  did  very  well  for  the  uncritical 
mind  of  a child.  Perhaps  the  most  be- 
loved of  all  these  books  was  Mistress 
Margery;  a Tale  of  the  Lollards,  by  an 
author  whose  name  I do  not  know. 
The  result  was  not  that  accuracy  that 
carries  one  through  examinations  into 
the  next  grade,  but  it  was  an  enthu- 
siasm for  certain  noble  names  and 
movements,  and  a hatred  of  base  ones 
that  have  been 

“The  fountain  light  of  all  our  day 
Are  yet  a master-light  of  all  our  see- 
ing; 

Uphold  us  — cherish  — and  have 
power  to  make 

Our  noisy  lives  seem  moments  in  the 
being 

Of  the  eternal  silence:  truths  that 
wake 

To  perish  never ; 

Which  neither  listlessness,  nor  mad 
endeavor 
Nor  man  nor  boy, 

Nor  all  that  is  at  enmity  with  joy 
Can  utterly  abolish  or  destroy.” 

For  us,  whom  she  taught,  history 
was  not  lines  of  words  shut  between 
the  covers  of  certain  books,  but  a part 
of  the  same  stuff  with  our  own  lives. 
The  past  touched  us  intimately.  With 
poor  Bernard  of  Clugny  we  longed  for 
the  “Pax  sine  rixa,”  so  unattainable 
for  him  or  for  us  this  side  Celestial 
Country  that  he  sang.  Our  gorge  rose 
as  we  saw  Guise  kick  the  dead  Colig- 
ny’s  face.  We  stood  among  the  crowd 
at  the  burning  of  Ridley  and  Latimer 
and  heard  Latimer’s  trumpet  call  from 
the  heat  of  the  flame,  “Play  the  man, 
Master  Ridley,  for  we  shall  this  day 
light  such  a candle  by  God’s  grace  in 


England  as  I trust  shall  never  be  put 
out.”  The  inefficient  landlubber,  Me- 
dina Sidonia  with  his  Armada  vic- 
tualled with  weevils  roused  our  scorn. 
We  shook  our  heads  like  Mrs.  Grundy 
herself  over  the  masculine  clothing 
and  ways  of  Christina  of  Sweden.  We 
went  crusading,  too,  with  more  than 
one  crusade. 

I am  debtor  to  many  men  and 
women  of  many  nations  for  their  fos- 
tering care  of  my  Heart-Garden;  but 
as  I weed  and  water  it,  and  tend  the 
plants  that  I hope  will  some  time 
bloom  in  beauty,  I see  hardly  one  that 
was  not  planted  first,  perhaps  as  the 
tiniest  of  seeds,  by  my  mother’s  hand. 

Oriental  mothers  often  say  to  me  of 
a son  or  daughter  that  I am  training 
for  them,  “The  child’s  debt  to  you  is 
greater  than  its  debt  to  me;  I have 
only  suckled  its  body  with  my  milk, 
but  you  have  suckled  its  mind  with 
the  milk  of  instruction.”  To  my 
mother  I owe  the  double  debt. 


CHINA— OLD  AND  NEW 

Old  China  had  an  obsolete  system  of 
education. 

New  China  has  a passion  for  mod- 
ern education. 

Old  China  built  pagodas  to  Buddha. 

New  China  builds  school  houses  for 
youth. 

Old  China  traveled  by  wheelbarrow 
and  chair. 

New  China  travels  by  steam  and 
electricity. 

Old  China  did  nothing  for  centuries 
but  hold  on. 

New  China  would  do  everything  up- 
to-date. 

Now  is  our  time  to  help  mold  China 
for  Christ. — Ex. 
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REPORTS  OF  WOMEN’S  MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETIES  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  APRIL, 

1916 

At  this,  the  end  of  the  season,  1915- 
1916,  the  Women’s  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Second  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  New  York  City,  is  happy  to 
report  a prosperous  and  profitable 
year. 

The  names  of  eighteen  new  mem- 
bers have  been  added  to  the  roll,  and 
the  total  enrollment  now  stands  at 
fifty-six.  About  five  hundred  dollars 
have  been  taken  in  through  this  or- 
ganization, and  have  been  applied  to 
various  forms  of  charitable  and  relief 
work;  these  will  be  given  in  detail  in 
the  treasurer’s  report. 

A conference  on  Child  Welfare,  a 
Missionary  Pageant,  and  an  Interna- 
tional Conference  of  Women  interest- 
ed in  Christian  Education,  have  been 
held  by  this  society  during  the  year, 
and  have  proved  most  entertaining 
and  instructive. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  pastor  for  a 
stereopticon  lecture  given  by  him,  in 
our  interests  on  May  27,  1915.  The 
subject  was  “Northfield  and  the  Con- 
ferences.” 

It  was  our  good  fortune  to  have  this 
organization  represented  at  the  Mis- 
sionary Conference  in  Northfield  last 
July,  by  Miss  Walker  and  Miss 
Rainey,  who  returned  to  us  with  mes- 
sages which  have  been  an  inspiration 
in  our  work. 

On  February  24th,  an  all-day  meet- 
ing was  held,  when  various  kinds  of 
bandages  were  cut  and  rolled,  prepar- 
atory to  being  sent  to  the  Red  Cross 
Society.  Luncheon  was  served  at  one 
o’clock,  and  afterwards,  the  work  for 
the  Red  Cross  was  again  taken  up. 
Another  meeting  starting  at  2 P.  M., 
on  March  23d,  was  also  held  with 
work  for  the  Red  Cross  as  its  object, 
and  more  of  these  meetings  are  plan- 
ned for  the  future,  provided  our  treas- 
ury contains  sufficient  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  materials  to  be  made  up. 

“The  King’s  Highway,”  by  Mrs. 


Helen  Barrett  Montgomery  is  the  book 
which  we  have  been  studying  this 
winter.  The  members  of  the  society  in 
four  divisions,  each  division  under  a 
leader  in  separate  class  rooms,  study 
a chapter  an  evening,  for  about  forty 
minutes.  At  the  end  of  this  study 
period  each  class  takes  its  turn  in 
having  charge  of  the  program,  till 
the  business  meeting  is  called. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  extend 
to  the  congregation  our  grateful  ap- 
preciation for  their  co-operation  in 
our  work,  and  also  to  urge  the  ladies 
not  already  identified  with  the  Wom- 
en’s Missionary  Society  to  come 
around  and  get  acquainted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Emma  C.  Linson, 
Secretary. 

Treasurer’s  Report. 


Receipts. 

April  2,  1915,  balance  on  hand  $9.34 
Dues  and  Contingent  Fund . . . 97.20 

French  Soldiers’  Fund 53.25 

Armenian  Fund  sent  by  Sun- 
day School  Times 145.00 

Armenian  Fund  sent  by  For. 

Mission  Board 66.00 

Red  Cross  Fund 17.00 

Thank  Offering  Collection ....  109.40 


$497.19 

Disbursements. 

General  expenditures $77.68 

French  Soldiers’  Fund  through 

Miss  O’Neill 53.25 

Armenian  Fund  through  Sun. 

School  Times 145.00 


Red  Cross  Supplies 8.78 

Jewish  Mission  through  Rev. 

Mr.  Blair 10.06 

Armenian  Fund  through  For. 

Mission  Board 165.40 


$460.11 

April  7,  1916,  balance  on  hand  $37.08 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Margaret  L.  McClean, 

Treasurer. 
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The  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of 
Second  New  York  has  an  Honorary 
Membership  and  a Home  Department 
Membership,  as  well  as  an  active  mem- 
bership of  fifty-six. 


The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  held  twelve  all- 
day  meetings  during  the  year,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  twelve. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  fill- 
ing orders  for  work,  sewing  for  Swope 
Settlement,  a needy  family  and  the 
Mission  Box.  We  made  a comfort  for 
a poor  family,  a quilt  for  the  Indian 
Mission,  and  sent  a box  to  the  South- 
ern Mission  valued  at  $10.00;  value  of 
goods  to  needy,  $10.00. 

The  study  of  “Home  Missions  in 
Action,”  letters,  the  presence  and  ad- 
dresses of  Revs.  J.  K.  Robb  and  W. 
M.  Robb  on  China,  and  Rev.  Samuel 
Edgar  and  C.  A.  Dodds  on  Syria,  have 
renewed  our  interest  in  the  Missions 
of  the  world. 

On  September  8th  an  “Open  Meet- 
ing” was  held  at  the  “Marvin  Home.” 
The  attendance  was  large.  A fine  pro- 
gram on  the  “New  America,”  inter- 
spersed with  vocal  and  instrumental 
music,  was  enjoyed.  Refreshments 
and  a social  hour  followed  the  pro- 
gram. 

We  have  been  called  to  mourn  as 
well  as  rejoice.  On  July  3,  1915,  Mrs. 
S.  J.  Orr  was  called  home.  She  was 
truly  “a  mother  in  Israel,”  and  deeply 
interested  in  the  Missionary  Society. 
May  the  Master  who  has  taken  the 
father  and  mother  especially  bless  the 
children  left  orphans. 

This  year  has  been  a cup  of  blessing, 
full  and  running  over.  We  cannot  ex- 
press our  thankfulness  to  our  “Heav- 
enly Father”  that  He  has  allowed  us 
to  accomplish  so  much. 

Lizzie  McNaughton, 

Secretary. 


Treasurer’s  Report. 


Receipts . 

April  1,  1915,  balance $ .01 

Dues $40.10 

City  Mission 22.00 

Alum.  Demonstration  . . 2.45 

Aprons  sold 17.60 

Aged  People’s  Home . .70 

Donations 16.00 

Sale  of  Quilt 5.00 

Flower  Fund 1.11 

Birthday  Offering  ....  5.00 

109.96 


Total $109.97 

Disbursements. 

Pastor’s  Salary $30.00 

City  Mission 48.00 

Material  Bought 14.17 

Refreshments 2.00 

Rug  for  Rostrum 75 

Flowers 1.25 

Expressage  on  Mission 

Box 97 

Aged  People’s  Home.  . . 1.00 

Birthday  Offering  ....  5.00 

Presbyterial  Dues 1.50 

104.64 


April  1,  1916,  balance $5.33 

Value  of  box  to  Southern  Mis- 
sion   $10.00 


Value  of  help  needy  family  . . 10.00 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Dodds, 

Treasurer. 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Wills  has  resigned  the  of- 
fice of  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Presbyterial  Women’s  Missionary  So- 
ciety. Treasurers  of  the  Auxiliary  So- 
cieties will  please  take  notice,  and  send 
all  contributions  for  Dr.  W.  W.  Carith - 
ers’  salary,  Contingent  Dues  and  for 
Pitts.  Syrian  Mission  to  the  new  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  W:  J.  Ward,  818  Wallace 
avenue,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 


There  is  no  fact  more  patent  to  any 
one  of  us  who  reads  the  book  of  his 
own  life  than  that  spiritual  enthusi- 
asms tend  to  evaporate,  unless  they  ‘ 
are  translated  into  obedience  to  every 
demand  which  they  make  upon  us. — 
J.  Stuart  Holden. 
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THE  EVERY-MEMBER  CANVASS 
IN  IOWA  PRESBYTERY 

The  committee  appointed  to  push 
the  Every-Member  Canvass  in  Iowa 
Presbytery  are  such  generous  souls, 
that  each  one  of  us  in  turn  generously 
declined  our  appointment  and  all  with 
one  accord  began  to  make  excuse.  But 
finally  after  much  persuasion  we 
launched  out  and  now  gladly  report 
that  everywhere  we  went  we  were  cor- 
dially received,  royally  entertained 
and  withal  patiently  heard  in  our 
much  talking.  And,  furthermore,  to 
their  great  credit,  let  it  be  said  that 
every  congregation  in  the  Presbytery, 
with  only  one  exception,  has  made  at 
least  a small  beginning  in  the  Every- 
Member  Canvass. 

The  people  of  the  Iowa  Presbytery 
have  been  generally  recognized  as 
comparatively  liberal  givers  and  a 
strong  factor  in  the  support  of  the 
church’s  work,  but  yet  in  the  major- 
ity of  these  congregations  there  is 
room  for  large  improvement.  This, 
the  committee  sought  to  obtain 
through  the  E.  M.  C.  system. 

When  the  committee  would  find 
themselves  lined  up  in  front  of  the 
official  boards  in  the  various  congre- 
gations, then  and  there  the  bombard- 
ment was  on.  Rapid-fire  guns,  42- 
centimeters,  carbonic  acid  gas,  and 
hot  air,  literally  and  figuratively 
speaking,  were  used  more  or  less  ef- 
fectively in  storming  the  trenches. 
Generally  speaking  the  elders  were 
usually  found  to  be  with  the  “Pro- 
gressives,” while  with  few  exceptions 
the  deacons  seemed  to  be  “Standpat- 
ters.” We  also  noted  that  the  larger, 
self-satisfied  congregations  in  the 
presbytery,  which  do  not  have  to  exert 
themselves  in  order  to  be  self-sustain- 
ing have  fallen  far  behind  the  weaker 


congregations  in  the  amount  they  con- 
tribute on  the  average  per  member. 
Under  similar  conditions  and  having 
equal  wealth  per  capita  the  smaller 
congregations  are  contributing  from 
$10  to  $15  per  member  more  than  the 
larger  congregations.  Thfe  fact  is  that 
the  smaller  congregations  by  the  very 
necessity  of  the  case  have  been  driven 
to  the  E.  M.  C.  in  order  to  be  able  to 
live.  While  the  larger  congregations 
for  lack  of  some  such  up-to-date  sys- 
tem have  fallen  $10  to  $15  per  mem- 
ber behind  that  which  they  could  eas- 
ily have  done.  And  if,  say  150  mem- 
bers fail  to  the  amount  of  $10  per 
member,  then  the  Lord’s  treasury  is 
being  robbed  each  year  of  $1500  by 
every  such  congregation. 

The  late  George  Fitch  has  humor- 
ously written  that  “Iowa  is  a large 
and  happy  cornfield  speckled  with 
Carnegie  libraries  and  half-ton  hogs, 
which  are  exchanged  by  their  owners, 
when  ripe,  for  automobiles  and  vic- 
trola  players.  After  the  Iowa  pig  has 
been  fed  on  Iowa  corn  for  a few 
months  he  has  to  be  hauled  to  and 
from  meals  on  a truck.  And  when 
the  farmer  has  sat  on  his  porch  on 
hot  July  evenings,  and  has  heard  his 
corn  grow  for  twenty-five  years,  it  is 
hard  to  interest  him  in  such  pifflish 
music  as  the  grand  opera  produces.” 
If  there  be  an  element  of  truth  in  this, 
as  regards  prosperity,  it  has  come 
about  largely  by  seeking  out  and  put- 
ting into  practice  practical  up-to-date 
farming  methods,  and  why  should  not 
the  same  sort  of  reasoning  be  applied 
when  it  comes  to  financing  the  work 
of  the  church?  Why  should  some  of 
these  old  financial  systems  be  like  the 
“law  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,”  un- 
changeable? Should  we  not  seek  new 
and  approved  methods  by  which  to 
do  our  part  in  financing  the  ever-wid- 
ening kingdom  of  our  Lord? 

Most  of  the  congregations  of  the 
presbytery  are  trying  out,  in  part  at 
least,  the  E.  M.  C.  for  the  first  time 
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this  year.  In  our  Washington  con- 
gregation, however,  we  have  a good 
illustration  of  how  it  works.  We 
nade  our  first  canvass  a year  ago. 
Before  the  canvass  was  made  we  had 
hfteen  tithers ; after  the  canvass  there 
were  twenty-two.  Before  the  canvass 
we  had  forty  pledged  contributors; 
after  the  canvass  there  were  fifty 
eight.  That  did  not  mean,  however, 
that  there  were  many  new  sources  of 
supply  to  draw  from,  for  a consider- 
able number  of  these  new  contribu- 
tors were  children  in  the  home.  It 
does  mean,  however,  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, whether  present  or  absent, 
has  been  brought  face  to  face  with 
his  or  her  responsibility  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Lord’s  work  as  represented 
by  the  Washington  congregation.  It 
also  means  that  our  young  men  and 
women  and  children,  even  down  tcj 
the  little  tots,  each  have  their  name 
on  the  church  book,  have  an  individual 
number  and  a credit  of  so  much  each 
Sabbath  in  the  Lord’s  treasury.  Thus 
they  are  receiving  a splendid  training 
and  an  intelligent  interest  for  the 
larger  service  of  their  tomorrow. 

When  the  Washington  congregation 
on  the  first  of  May,  1915,  reported  a 
total  of  $2117,  I think  every  one  felt 
that  we  had  reached  our  limit,  but  on 
the  first  of  May,  1916,  after  a year 
of  experience  with  the  new  system  we 
found  we  had  raised  $2138.  Then,  in 
addition  to  that  amount,  our  loyal  sup- 
porter, David  Love,  gave  a special  gift 
of  $1000  to  the  church  schemes,  mak- 
ing a total  of  $3138  given  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Washington  congregation  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  April  30,  1916. 
Other  years  our  treasurer  has  had  to 
borrow  money  at  the  bank  to  pay  bills 
that  were  due  and  we  have  had  to 
make  up  a deficit  at  the  end  of  the 
church  year,  but  this  year  it  was  not 
necessary  to  borrow  any  money,  every 
bill  was  paid  on  time  and  there  was  a 
surplus  in  the  “Home  Budget”  treas- 
ury at  the  close  of  the  year.  Need- 
less to  say  our  people  are  continuing 


the  system  and  making  the  canvass 
again  this  year.  The  Every-Member 
Canvass  is  a plan  that  certainly  works 
when  it  is  worked.  We  are  looking 
for  good  results  from  it  in  the  Iowa 
Presbytery  now  that  it  has  been  given 
a start. 

S.  E.  Greer, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 


A NEW  DECALOGUE 
For  Financing  Churches 

The  principles  of  the  moral  law  were 
known  and  practiced  long  before  they 
were  formulated  in  the  Ten  Command- 
ments to  Moses.  So  most  of  the  ele- 
ments in  this  new  decalogue  have  been 
known  in  many  churches,  but  a state- 
ment of  them  has  been  given  by  a 
writer  in  the  Ladies'  Home  Journal 
and  is  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of 
our  Board  of  Finance.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  Make  out  a Budget. 

2.  Make  it  out  on  a liberal  Basis. 

3.  Secure  written  subscriptions  to 
cover  the  entire  Budget. 

4.  Secure  subscriptions  from  every 
member  of  the  Congregation. 

5.  Duplex  subscriptions  and  envel- 
opes are  indispensable. 

6.  Pledges  must  be  secured  by  a 
personal  canvass. 

7.  Pledges  must  be  made  on  the 
weekly  basis  and  paid  weekly. 

8.  Numbered  and  dated  envelopes 
must  be  used  or  many  subscribers  will 
lose  track  of  their  payments. 

9.  The  Educational  Campaign  and 
the  Canvass  must  be  repeated  annu- 
ally. 

10.  A comprehensive  business-like 
policy  as  to  all  details  must  be  insti- 
tuted. 

Like  the  older  Decalogue  this  new 
one  is  of  no  use  unless  it  is  put  into 
practice ; and  as  with  the  older  it  will 
not  do  to  pick  out  one  or  two  com- 
mands and  disregard  the  rest.  To  be 
of  service  and  help  it  must  be  kept  as 
a whole. — Presbyterian  Record. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  the 
First  Church  of  the  Covenanters,  Philadel- 
phia, records  with  sorrow,  the  decease  of 
an  esteemed  member,  Mrs.  William  Stewart, 
whose  earthly  life  closed  September  7,  1915. 
The  event  was  unexpected.  Little  did  we 
dream  that  our  first  autumn  meeting  would 
find  Mrs.  Stewart’s  place  vacant.  Only  a 
few  short  months  before  she  seemed  in 
buoyant  health,  the  picture  of  radiant 
energy;  but  disease  developed,  progressed 
rapidly,  and  terminated  fatally.  “She  is 
not,  for  God  took  her.”  We  do  not  under- 
stand the  mysterious  dispensation  that  left 
a bereaved  husband,  seven  motherless  chil- 
dren, and  a sorrowing  sister  and  brother. 
We  do  not  need  to  understand.  Our  Father 
in  Heaven  does,  and  “He  doeth  all  things 
well.”  We  bow  in  lowly  submission  to  His 
will.  “What  we  know  not  now,  we  shall 
know  hereafter.” 

We  desire,  as  a society,  to  express  our 
appreciation  of  Mrs.  Stewart’s  lovely  Chris- 
tion  character.  An  ideal  wife  and  mother, 
a faithful  friend,  a congenial  comrade  in 
work,  a loving  and  loyal  follower  of  the 
Master,  she  aimed  to  “adorn  the  doctrine 
of  God  our  Saviour”  constantly.  We  erect 
no  broken  column  to  her  memory,  but  re- 
call, for  our  inspiration,  her  beautiful  life, 
lived  so  unobstrusively  and  joyously  in  our 
midst; — “lived  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  her  and  himself  for  her.” 
This  precious  Saviour  was,  in  life  and  in 
death,  “all  her  salvation  and  all  her  desire.” 
She  walks  with  Him  in  white  now;  for  He, 
Himself,  made  her  worthy. 

To  the  bereaved  family  and  circle  of  sor- 
rowing kindred,  we  would  convey  our  deep 
and  heart-felt  sympathy,  commending  them 
in  tenderest  way,  to  the  God  of  all  comfort, 
the  great  Sympathizer  of  Bethany,  that  He 
may  grant  them  sweet  solace.  Who  can 
comfort  like  Him?  “Until  the  day  break, 
and  the  shadows  flee  away,”  may  these  sor- 
rowing ones  nestle  in  His  love,  and  enjoy 
His  unfailing  consolation. 

On  behalf  of  the  L.  M.  S. 

Mrs.  T.  P.  Stevenson, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Pearce, 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Dodds, 

Sallie  Morrison, 

Committee. 


The  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  Syra- 
cuse wishes  to  put  on  record  its  hearty  ap- 
preciation of  the  faithful  life  and  earnest 
labors  of  Mrs.  Mary  Frances  McAllister 
who  entered  into  rest  on  Sabbath  after- 
noon, January  23,  1916. 

Mrs.  McAllister’s  missionary  zeal  kept 
her  working  and  praying  for  the  unsaved 
in  every  land;  she  made  no  difference  be- 
tween the  lost  on  her  own  street  and  the 
lost  in  the  foreign  fields. 

We  feel  that  it  is  very  proper  to  place 
this  loving  tribute  before  the  readers  of 
Olive  Trees.  Personally  Mrs.  McAllister 
was  a happy  woman  who  carried  her  re- 
ligion into  every  phase  of  daily  life.  She 
could  be  serious  or  jovial,  ready  to  enter 
into  the  joy  of  her  Lord,  or  to  make  merry 
with  her  friends  here,  in  accordance  with 
the  occasion.  We  would  have  had  her  re- 
main, for  years  to  come,  but  “He  who  doeth 
all  things  well”  has  had  a different  plan. 
To  His  will  we  bow.  Her  life  may  be 
summed  up  in  one  sentence:  “she  kept 

the  faith.”  To  the  bereaved  children  we 
extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  com- 
mend them  to  the  God  of  all  comfort,  who 
comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation.  The 
precious  promises  of  His  Holy  Word  are 
theirs,  and  blessed  hope  of  a happy  reunion 
in  the  home  above. 

Ella  E.  Scott, 

Julia  B.  Lynn, 

Committee. 


The  American  Presbyterian  Mis- 
sion at  Elat  in  West  Africa  has  been 
at  work  only  nineteen  years.  Of  the 
7500  admitted  to  the  church  last  year 
5000  were  brought  to  Christ  by  native 
workers.  Every  one  of  the  15,000 
contributing  to  church  work  in  this 
mission  have  envelopes  and  a card, 
which  is  punched  weekly  for  offerings 
and  attendance.  There  are  two  cate- 
chism classes  in  the  mission  with  13,- 
000  and  2000  members,  respectively, 
under  instruction.  The  Elat  church 
employs  107  evangelists  and  Bible 
readers;  also  teachers  in  70  village 
schools  with  4000  pupils. — Record  of 
Christian  Work. 
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The  following  interesting  sketch  is  sent 
to  us  by  Mr.  Robert  Harrison,  whose  brother 
is  a member  of  our  First  Church,  Philadel- 
phila.  Mr.  Harrison,  although  not  a Conve- 
nanter,  is  ofttimes  a welcome  visitor  at 
preaching  and  prayer-meeting  in  our  First 
Church. 

Those  that  within  the  house  of  God 
Are  planted  by  his  grace, 

They  shall  grow  up  and  flourish  all 
In  our  God’s  holy  place. 

And  in  old  age  when  others  fade, 

They  fruit  still  forth  shall  bring; 

They  shall  be  fat  and  full  of  sap, 

And  aye  be  flourishing. 

These  verses  were  called  to  mind  last 
Sabbath  evening  on  hearing  a sermon  by 
Rev.  David  King,  D.  D.,  a very  remarkable 
sermon,  by  a man  of  portly  form,  who  is 
73  years  of  age,  and  who  preaches  with 
wonderful  force.  He  is  as  straight  as  a 
young  man,  has  a fine  clear  voice,  and  did 
not  use  any  notes  in  any  of  the  ten  sermons 
that  I heard  him  preach  at  Wildwood,  N.  J. 

By  way  of  introduction  to  this  sermon, 
which  was  based  on  the  text,  “Of  Whom 
the  Whole  Family  in  Heaven  and  Earth  is 
Named.”  Eph.  2:  15,  he  said  that  the  text 
was  suggested  by  a family  reunion  to  which 
he  was  invited  a short  time  ago.  This  was 
a reunion  of  a North  of  Ireland  Covenanter 
family  by  the  name  of  Marshall,  who  came 
to  Pennsylvania  near  the  middle  of  the  last 
century,  and  settled  in  Greene  county.  It  so 
happened  in  the  providence  of  God,  that  Dr. 
King  was  adopted  by  this  family,  his  father 
having  died  when  he  was  only  six  years  of 
age,  leaving  a large  family  of  eight  boys 
to  be  cared  for  by  a poor  mother.  The 
father  was  only  a laboring  man  and  the 
mother  was  obliged  to  part  with  her  boys, 
who  were  adopted  into  different  families. 

Dr.  King  said,  “I  was  taken  by  the  Mar- 
shall family,  I remember  the  day  in  1843 
when  Mrs.  Marshall  came  on  horseback,  a 
distance  of  30  miles,  for  me.  I was  called 
in,  my  mother  asked  me  if  I would  like  to 
go  home  with  Mrs.  Marshall.  I said  I will. 
Mrs.  Marshall  mounted  her  horse  and  I was 
put  on  behind  her.  I got  a good  hold  of 
Mrs.  Marshall  and  we  rode  to  her  home  30 
miles  away.  I was  taken  from  the  horse, 


and  my  old  ragged  suit  was  soon  changed 
to  a nice  new  one.  I was  sent  to  school, 
provided  with  everything  to  make  me  com- 
fortable. And  no  boy  ever  had  a better 
mother  than  Mrs.  Marshall  was  to  me.  Not 
so  with  my  brothers.  Some  of  them  got  no 
schooling,  and  when  they  became  men  could 
not  sign  their  name.  On  the  day  when  the 
Marshall  family  was  brought  together  again 
in  reunion,  there  were  about  fifty  present, 
fathers,  mothers,  children,  grandchildren 
and  great  grandchildren.  One  sister  was 
there  whose  husband  had  died,  and  as  she 
had  not  been  left  as  well  off  as  some  of 
the  others,  they  made  up  a purse  and  gave 
it  to  her.”  Dr.  King  said  that  he  had  the 
best  week  at  that  reunion  that  he  had  ever 
had  in  his  life.  The  Marshall  family  was  a 
devoted  Godly  family. 

I am  sorry  I cannot  give  a full  report  of 
Dr.  King’s  sermon.  I will  give  some  of  the 
heads  of  his  discourse,  I can  only  do  so  from 
memory.  The  first  is:  That  God’s  family 
is  a growing  family;  second,  that  it  is  an 
educated  family;  third,  that  it  has  family 
traits;  fourth,  that  it  is  a benevolent 
family;  and,  fifth,  that  soon  it  will  be  a re- 
united family  in  heaven.  Dr.  King  was 
pastor  for  over  a quarter  of  a century  in 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Vineland, 
N.  J.,  and  resigned  a little  while  ago.  I was 
so  much  interested  in  his  history  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  convenantors  and  to  the  seced- 
ing church,  his  bringing  up  by  that  family 
from  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  to  his  grati- 
tude to  the  family  of  his  adoption,  that  I 
am  sending  you  this  little  sketch. 

Robert  Harrison. 


Mr.  Mitchell  writes  that  Mrs.  Mitch- 
ell is  much  improved  in  health  and 
that  they  hope  to  be  able  to  return 
to  China  in  the  Fall.  We  are  sure 
the  Church  will  thank  God  for  an- 
swering our  prayers  and  we  will  still 
seek  that  others  who  are  home  and 
who  are  desirous  to  return  may  also 
be  able.  We  hope  there  will  be  quite 
a number  of  both  old  and  new  mis- 
sionaries who  will  be  able  to  go  to 
China  this  Fall. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 


The  monthly  news  letter  from  Tak  Hing 
has  just  arrived  and  we  have  a very  in- 
teresting personal  letter  from  Miss  Ella 
Margaret  Stewart,  cf  Lo  Ting,  from  which 
we  are  pleased  to  cull  “a  morsel.”  The 
suffragette  story  by  Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 
was  held  over  from  last  month. 

The  news  items  from  Cyprus  are  part  of 
a letter  from  Rev.  Walter  McCarroll,  and 
the  letter  at  the  close  is  from  Mr.  Chas. 
A.  Stewart,  of  the  American  Academy  at 
Larnaca. 

No  communication  of  any  sort  has  come 
from  Syria  or  Asia  Minor  since  our  last 
issue. 


Larnaca,  Cyprus. — Rev.  Mr.  McCarroll 
writes,  “As  far  as  events  connected  with 
the  great  conflict  are  concerned,  we  are 
in  the  position  of  those  who  can  say,  ‘Bless- 
ed are  they  who  have  nothing  to  report,’ 
for  here  we  enjoy  absolute  quiet  even  to 
the  verge  of  stagnation.  Cyprus  has  re- 
mained unaffected  by  the  movements  of 
armies  and  the  clash  of  arms,  except  for 
the  stagnation  in  trade,  the  general  rise  in 
prices  and,  in  some  parts,  the  scarcity  of 
bread.  The  reports  of  prosperity  in 
America  have  drawn  a considerable  num- 
ber of  men  from  Cyprus  villages  to  try 
their  fortunes  in  the  West.  Abundant  rains 
have  just  fallen,  thus  insuring  a good  har- 
vest, and  a sufficient  supply  of  food  for  man 
and  beast  during  the  coming  year.” 


“A  Sabbath  day’s  work  is  as  follows:  A 
class  for  the  study  of  the  Catechism  at  9 
A.  M.;  an  English-Turkish  preaching  serv- 
ice at  10;  Sabbath  school  at  3,  in  the  church 
building;  and  a Greek-Turkish  service  at 
4.30,  in  the  church;  and  in  addition  a serv- 
ice for  the  Syrians  in  one  of  their  homes. 
Last  of  all  an  informal  meeting  with  the 
boarders  closes  the  labors  of  the  Sabbath.” 
— Mr.  McCarroll. 


Lo  Ting,  China. — Miss  Stewart  writes  of 
“a  fine  little  woman  I have  engaged  to  teach 
the  girls  dressmaking  and  embroidering 
shoes.  As  it  was  before,  girls  who  could 
not  finish  the  course  and  be  able  to  teach, 
were  no  more  independent  than  their  less 
learned  sisters.  I wanted  to  find  something 
to  teach  them  that  they  could  earn  money 
by  doing  in  their  own  homes.  Very  few 
women  in  China  can  cut  out  their  own 
clothes,  so  a woman  who  learns  to  do  this 


well  could  get  plenty  to  do  that  is  now 
done  by  the  men  in  the  up-street  shops. 

“Since  few  women  understand  it,  I did 
not  know  where  to  procure  a teacher. 
Finally,  the  daughter  of  an  ex-official,  who 
is  one  of  my  best  pupils,  said  she  had  an 
aunt  who  might  do  it.  It  is  her  father’s 
youngest  sister,  who,  she  says,  is  not  at  all 
happy  in  her  own  home.  She  has  all  she 
needs  and  does  not  need  to  earn  money,  but 
her  husband  does  not  care  for  her  because 
she  has  no  sons.  Her  niece  said  she  would 
like  to  come  to  learn  about  Jesus,  so  she 
might  be  willing  to  help  us.  This  proved 
to  be  the  case,  and,  since  she  is  very 
capable,  I am  very  happy  over  it.  She 
seems  quite  eager  to  help  the  girls  know 
all  she  does,  and  is  also  a very  earnest 
listener  when  we  talk  the  ‘Doctrine.’  ” 


The  Rev.  D.  Raymond  Taggart  and 
family,  of  Lo  Ting,  and  Miss  Rose  A.  Hus- 
ton, of  Tak  Hing,  were  expected  to  sail 
from  China,  May  17th,  on  the  Empress  of 
Russia.  They  are  due  in  Vancouver,  June 
3d.  Mrs.  Taggart’s  mother,  Mrs.  Jesse 
W.  Wilson,  of  New  Concord,  Ohio,  is  at 
present  seriously  ill,  with  but  little,  if  any, 
hope  of  recovery.  May  the  Lord  spare  her 
to  see  her  daughter  and  family  safe  home. 


Tak  Hing,  China. — During  three  of  the 
four  Sabbaths  of  March,  ladies  from  the  of- 
ficial families  of  Tak  Hing  were  in  attend- 
ance at  the  chapel  services. 


A young  surveyor  who  was  recently 
baptized  and  has  since  been  away  with  his 
party,  returned  last  week  and  brought  two 
of  his  fellow  surveyors  with  him,  who  de- 
clared their  intention  to  learn  the  gospel, 
and  who  emphasized  it  by  purchasing  a New 
Testament,  Psalm  book  and  two  Christian 
books  apiece. 


Robber  bands  have  appeared  in  certain 
parts  of  our  district,  owing  to  the  soldiers 
being  sent  to  the  frontier  and  leaving  other 
places  unprotected. 


There  were  over  seventy  at  the  men’s 
prayer-meeting  last  Thursday  night,  largely 
students  from  the  schools,  with  the  teachers. 
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Gambling  is  said  to  be  prohibited  again, 
as  many  of  the  people  were  being  ruined  by 
it.  It  seemed  to  be  a mania  with  many. 


We  had  the  pleasure  last  week  of  a visit 
from  Dr.  Boyd  and  family,  of  the  Presby- 
terian Mission,  Canton,  and  are  expecting 
Dr.  Hayes  and  family,  of  the  Baptist  Mis- 
sion of  Wuchow,  some  time  this  spring. 


A conference  is  held  once  a month  with 
the  workers  to  consider  the  work  of  the  past 
month  and  to  plan  for  the  work  of  a new 
month.  A golden  text  is  chosen  for  each 
month,  the  one  for  March  is  2nd  Cor.  5:  15. 
The  golden  text  for  the  year  is  1st  Cor. 
13:  13. 


Threatened  revolutionary  troubles  have 
caused  the  greatest  number  of  our  hospital 
patients  to  go  home,  and  more  time  is  at 
our  disposal  for  class  work.  The  little  blind 
boy  is  making  satisfactory  progress  in 
learning  to  read  and  write  in  the  system  for 
the  blind. 


The  hospital  Wednesday  prayer-meetings 
continue  to  be  attended  quite  satisfactorily. 
During  the  month  four  trips  to  villages  ten 
miles  away  have  been  taken  by  the  hospital 
workers  for  evangelistic  purposes.  At  the 
first  over  100  were  at  the  meeting,  over  200 
at  the  second,  over  150  at  the  third,  over  40 
at  the  fourth.  A boys’  school  was  visited 
in  one  place  and  all  of  the  boys  expressed 
a desire  to  hear  again  and  to  know  more  of 
the  doctrine. 


The  schools  have  all  been  closed  during 
the  past  week,  as  it  is  grave  worshiping 
time.  A very  important  time  with  the 
Chinese,  even  for  the  Christians  who  do  not 
worship  the  graves.  They  go  and  fix  them 
up,  dig  around  them,  etc.  It  is  a time  when 
the  whole  clan  gather  together  and  settle 
family  affairs  and  feast. 


A few  of  the  women  remained  in  the 
woman’s  school  and  have  been  improving 
their  spare  time  going  out  to  the  villages 
around  talking  the  doctrine. 


Wednesday  evening  one  of  the  women 
came  and  asked  me  if  I would  go  with  them 
the  next  morning  to  San  Hui,  a village 
about  a mile  and  a half  out  in  the  country. 
They  had  been  out  a few  days  before  and 
the  people  invited  them  to  come  again  and 
bring  a foreigner.  I told  her  that  I would 
let  her  know  the  next  morning.  To  my 
surprise  when  I went  downstairs  the  next 
morning  to  open  up  the  house  she  was  there 


waiting  to  know  if  I would  go.  I agreed  to 
go  and  we  left  about  9 o’clock,  four  Chinese 
Christian  women  arid  myself.  It  was  the 
first  clear  day  we  had  had  in  some  weeks 
We  were  received  very  nicely.  It  was  a 
mixed  crowd  of  men,  women  and  children.. 
The  men  showed  quite  an  interest  and  were 
as  eager  for  the  picture  cards  with  Scrip- 
ture verses  written  in  Chinese  as  the  chil- 
dren were. 


The  blind  teacher  was  one  of  our  number, 
she  took  charge  of  the  meeting.  We  com- 
menced by  singing  a psalm,  she  then  led  in 
prayer  after  which  each  of  us  taught  verses 
of  Scripture  to  the  women  and  children 
The  blind  teacher  then  talked  to  them  of 
the  way  of  life.  Kam  Shui  (the  wife  of  the 
native  preacher  who  was  executed  by  the 
government  last  year  for  being  mixed  up  in 
revolutionary  affairs)  gave  quite  a good 
talk.  We  then  sang  another  psalm  and 
closed  by  repeating  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 


It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  women  willing 
to  go  out  and  talk  the  doctrine,  especially 
the  blind  teacher.  Of  course,  one  of  the 
women  helps  her. 


Word  was  received  here  last  evening  that 
the  Province  of  Kwong  Tung  (that  is  this 
province)  has  revolted  with  all  its  officials. 
Just  what  will  come  next  is  hard  to  tell, 
but  we  hope  for  peace. 


To  the  preceding  note  may  be  added  that 
a recent  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Taggart,  re- 
ceived since  the  foregoing,  says  all  remains 
quiet.  It  now  seems  unlikely  that  any  seri- 
ous trouble  will  arise  in  the  province  where 
our  missionaries  are. 


A few  years  ago,  a man  got  his  leg 
broken  in  a quarrel  over  some  ducks.  He 
came  to  the  hospital,  and  the  other  fellow 
went  to  jail  to  stay  at  least  as  long  as  it 
took  to  get  the  broken  leg  healed  and  able 
for  work.  While  in  the  hospital,  the 
“broken  legged  man”  heard  and  believed  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus,  which  is  also  the  Gospel 
of  Forgiveness,  so  he  sent  and  asked  to  have 
the  imprisoned  man  released,  as  he  wanted 
to  forgive  him. 


He  is  one  of  the  happiest  appearing  Chris- 
tians we  see,  and  very  seldom  misses  a Sab- 
bath at  church.  A few  weeks  ago,  a little 
weatherbeaten,  poorly  dressed  old  lady  came 
into  church,  and  sat  down  in  the  back  seat. 
We  did  not  recognize  her,  so  were  surprised 
to  hear  her  finish  the  Lord’s  Prayer  before 
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the  rest  were  more  than  half  through,  and 
also  the  excellent  attention  she  gave  to  the 
preacher. 

After  church  she  came  to  see  us  and  we 
soon  remembered  that  she  was  the  “broken 
legged  man’s”  mother,  and  has  been  to 
church  once  before.  She  said,  “Did  you  hear 
me  saying  the  prayer  in  church,  and  did  I 
make  any  mistakes  ? And  what  is  that  one 
about,  ‘Now  I awake,  and  see  the  light?’ 
Won’t  you  write  it  down  so  my  son  can 
teach  it  to  me?  He  was  so  happy  when  he 
became  a Christian  that  he  wanted  me  to 
believe  too,  and  I do,  and  my  heart  is  very 
happy.  We  are  very  poor,  and  when  I 
started  to  church  this  morning  my  neigh- 
bors made  fun  of  me  and  said,  ‘Oh,  you  are 
so  rich  you  don’t  need  to  work,  and  can  go 
off  and  have  a good  time.’  I said,  ‘We  be- 
lieve in  Jesus,  and  we  don’t  need  to  worry 
about  food  and  clothing.  If  we  truly  wor- 
ship and  serve  Him  He  will  belss  us,  and 
even  if  we  are  hungry,  what  does  it  matter 
if  our  hearts  are  at  peace?’  When  I was  at 
church  the  other  time  I couldn’t  keep  awake, 
so  my  son  told  me  to  ask  the  Heavenly 
Father  to  not  let  me  get  sleepy,  and  He 
truly  did  keep  me  awake  and  the  sermon 
was  very  good  to  hear  and  easy  to  under- 
stand.” 


She  wants  to  be  baptized  at  the  next 
communion,  and  says  her  son  has  been 
teaching  some  others  who  also  believe.  She 
says  her  neighbors  are  very  hard-hearted 
and  stiff-necked,  and  she  was  very  happy 
when  she  was  assured  that  God  would 
change  their  hearts,  if  she  prayed  earnestly 
for  them,  and  that  prayer  was  simply  talk- 
ing to  God  and  telling  Him  your  “heart 
business.”  I am  sure  her  prayers  of  such 
trust  and  faith  as  she  shows  will  be  heard. 
So  the  word  is  being  preached  in  humble 
places  and  being  honored. 

When  our  neighboring  province,  Kwong 
Sai,  revolted  against  the  central  govern- 
ment, last  month,  there  were  rumors  of 
trouble  in  the  towns  along  the  border,  in- 
cluding Tak  Hing.  The  mission  felt  quite 
honored  when  we  were  asked  if  we  would 
allow  the  women  and  children  of  the  of- 
ficial homes  of  the  city  yamen  to  come  here 
for  safety  in  case  of  trouble.  Everything 


has  been  quiet,  so  it  was  not  necessary  for 
them  to  come. 

Dr.  A.  I.  Robb,  Dr.  J.  M.  Wright  and  Miss 
Huston  and  Mrs.  Kempf  are  the  contribu- 
tors for  Tak  Hing  this  month. 

A CHINESE  CHARACTER  STUDY 

Some  expressions  in  the  Chinese  language 
defy  translation  or  definition  in  our  stilted 
Anglo-Saxon  tongue,  and  I wonder  if  the 
suffragettes  of  other  lands  might  not  like 
to  adopt  one  very  expressive  word  from  the 
Chinese. 

The  women  folk  over  here  say — and  the 
men  don’t  deny  it — that  the  reason  the 
women  of  China  have  been  so  long  down- 
trodden, and  kept  in  a state  of  ignorance 
and  degradation,  is  because  the  men  were 
afraid  the  women  would  “ha”  them  if  they 
were  educated. 

The  dictionary  translates  the  character 
“ha,”  to  scold,  to  intimidate,  but  the  diction- 
ary man  evidently  hadn’t  asked  the  women 
of  Tak  Hing  what  it  meant,  for  we  find  that 
in  common  usage,  locally  at  least,  it  also 
means  to  humble,  bring  low,  abase,  humili- 
ate, out-do,  and  even  to  “ta,”  which  in  boy 
language,  is  to  lick. 

This  story  of  one  of  our  young  suffra- 
gettes will  show  one  way  to  “ha”  a man. 

Several  years  ago  when  Drs.  McBurney 
and  Wright  first  began  itinerating  at  Do 
Sing,  two  girls  in  their  teens  watched  day 
after  day  the  wonderful  healing  they 
wrought,  and  determined  to  follow  in  their 
footsteps  and  become  doctors.  They  were 
told  that  they  should  first  go  to  school 
several  years  before  they  could  take  up  the 
study  of  medicine.  This  they  agreed  to  do 
and  entered  the  Girls’  School  at  Tak  Hing. 

After  three  days  one  of  them  was  called 
home,  as  her  mother,  a widow,  could  not 
bear  the  slander  and  persecution  from  her 
son,  parents  and  other  relatives.  Also  the 
man  to  whom  she  was  engaged,  objected 
to  her  reading  books,  and  said  anyone  who 
would  go  to  the  foreigners  to  live  was  worse 
than  the  worst  of  Chinese  women,  and  that 
he  would  not  marry  her  if  she  went  back 
to  school.  She  was  still  determined,  even 
after  they  had  beaten  her,  bound  her, 
threatened  to  kill  her,  and  locked  her  up, 
so  her  betrothed  husband  sent  back  the  pa- 
pers made  out  at  the  time  of  the  engage- 
ment, leaving  her  free,  and,  in  Chinese 
eyes,  with  a ruined  reputation. 
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She  was  closely  watched  lest  she  run  off 
to  school  again,  till  her  mother,  who  was  in 
sympathy  with  her  from  the  first,  said  she 
should  go  and  live  with  a married  sister, 
but  instead  she  came  back  to  school,  where 
she  studied  two  years  unknown  to  the  rest 
of  her  people.  On  finding  it  out,  and  see- 
ing that  it  had  actually  been  a change  for 
the  better,  they  began  to  encourage  her, 
and  now  her  brother,  who  was  merciless  in 
his  persecution,  is  very  proud  of  her  attain- 
ments, and  urges  her  to  get  all  the  educa- 
tion she  can. 

“If  your  former  fiance  knew  you  now 
would  he  not  be  sorry  for  casting  you  off?” 
was  asked.  “Oh,  he  does  know  me,  and 
last  year  he  sent  a middle  man  to  ask  me 
to  marry  him.  I said,  ‘You  ask  him  if  he 
has  forgotten  how  he  slandered  and  perse- 
cuted, and  ‘ha’-ed  me  a few  years  ago? 
Does  he  think  I would  marry  him  after  that. 
I wouldn't  even  talk  to  such  a man.'  Oh, 
I truly  did  ‘ha'  him,  for  he  thought  I would 
be  very  much  pleased  to  have  him  for  a 
husband,  as  he  is  a Judge  in  the  Yamoon  in 
Sai  Ning,  and  a big  man.  So  long  as  the 
men  ‘ha'  women.  Just  so  long  will  other 
nations  ‘ha'  China.  I never  intend  to  marry 
a man.” 


A VOLUME  OF  EXTRAORDINARY 
INTEREST 

A verbatim  report  was  taken  of  the 
speeches  and  proceedings  of  the  National 
Laymen’s  Missionary  Congress,  held  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  the  last  week  of  April. 
This  will  be  published  in  a volume  of  four 
hundred  pages,  which  will  be  ready  about 
June  15th.  Subscriptions  for  the  report, 
which  will  be  entitled  “Men  and  World 
Service,”  will  be  mailed  postpaid  upon  re- 
ceipt of  $1.  Address  Laymen’s  Missionary 
Movement,  1 Madison  avenue,  New  York. 


SOME  FACTS  ABOUT  CHINA 

Put  the  people  in  China  in  rank,  joining 
hands,  and  they  will  girdle  the  globe  ten 
times  at  the  equator  with  living,  beating 
human  hearts. 


Every  third  child  born  into  the  world 
looks  into  the  face  of  a Chinese  mother; 
every  third  pair  given  in  marriage  plight 
their  troth  in  a Chinese  cup  of  wine;  every 
third  orphan  weeping  through  the  day, 
every  third  widow  wailing  through  the 
watches  of  the  night,  is  in  China;  every 
third  person  who  dies  is  a Chinese. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  of  the  3033  walled  cities  of  China 
have  as  yet  no  resident  missionary.  Tens 
of  thousands  of  towns  and  villages  have  no 
center  of  gospel  light.  No  province  is 
adequately  worked. 

Only  one  Chinese  man  in  a hundred,  tak- 
ing the  empire  through,  can  read,  and  still 
fewer  can  write  a letter.  Of  the  women, 
not  more  than  one  in  a thousand  can  read 
or  write. 

The  Chinese  Government  reports  more 
than  40,000  schools  under  its  control,  and 
has  primary  and  intermediate  grades  in 
every  province,  with 1 total  enrollment  of 
1,500,000  students. 

The  mission  schools  are  said  to  be  far 
ahead  in  quality  of  teaching,  and  75  per 
cent,  of  the  text-books  used  in  the  govern- 
ment schools  were  prepared  by  Christians 
or  under  Christian  supervision. 

Leading  Chinese  affirm  that  while  they 
are  Confucianists,  they  regard  Christianity 
as  the  chief  hope  for  China. 

Every  great  upheaval  in  China  has,  under 
the  overruling  providence  of  God,  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  wider  opening  of  doors  for  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel. 

A province  in  Manchuria  with  1,500,000 
has  only  one  missionary.  In  Mongolia 
2,000,000  have  none.  Outer  Karan  province 
has  none.  Tibet  has  6,000,000  with  none. 

In  China  there  are  2955  Christian  con- 
gregations, 548  ordained  Chinese  pastors, 
5364  unordained  workers,  and  470,000  con- 
nected with  evangelical  churches. 

From  some  fifteen  of  the  most  important 
theological  schools  in  China  it  appears  that 
during  the  past  year  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men  have  been  engaged  in  prep- 
aration for  the  ministry.  These  figures  are 
significant,  because  it  is  upon  the  Chinese 
preachers  that  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
country’s  evangelization  depends. — Ex. 
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Three  generations  : The  old  man  is  not  a 

Christian,  but  an  Armenian.  The  man  sitting  is 
one  of  our  servants  and  became  a Protestant 
when  a young  man.  All  of  his  children  are  Pro- 
testant Christians.  The  young  man  is  Mallim 
Farah,  a teacher  in  the  boys’  school,  and  speaks 
English  very  well.  This  shows  the  progress  and 
work  of  the  Mission. 

A GUNAMIA  SOLDIER 

By  Rev.  Samuel  Edgar. 

/‘Mallim  Farah  is  dead”  were  the 
words  that  reached  us  recently  from 
Latakia.  Words  that  brought  sadness 
and  pain  to  our  hearts.  For  some- 
where out  on  the  desert,  near  Aleppo, 
we  thought  of  Mallim  Farah,  a soldier 
of  the  Cross,  dead  from  disease  or  the 
hand  of  the  Turk;  that  hand  that  in 
recent  months  has  known  no  mercy 
towards  the  Armenians. 

Mallim  Farah,  for  we  always  knew 
him  by  that  name  Mallim,  it  being  our 
Arabic  word  for  teacher,  was  the  head 
teacher  in  the  Boys’  Boarding  School 
for  the  past  two  years ; aye,  three,  in 
Latakia.  To  present  a full  sketch  of 
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his  life  and  work  as  we  knew  him 
is  not  the  intent  of  this  article,  but 
rather  to  introduce  to  the  young  people 
of  the  Church  at  home  one  of  our  boys 
who  was  a soldier  of  the  Turkish  Gov- 
ernment, and  always  a soldier  of  the 
Cross  since  we  knew  him. 

It  has  been  the  plan  of  the  Latakia 
school  for  years  to  gather  out  of  the 
mountain  villages  boys  and  girls  and 
place  them  in  the  schools  in  Latakia 
Centre;  mould  them  and  make  them, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  then  send  them  back  to  their  vil- 
lages or  other  places  to  be  “burning 
and  shining  lights”  in  the  midst  of  a 
spiritual  darkness  which  one  cannot 
but  feel  at  every  step  in  the  Syrian 
land.  Amongst  this  ingathering  of 
pupils  was  Farah,  of  Gunamia. 

Well  .do  we  remember  a Saturday 
evening’s  visit,  when  we  were  still  new 
on  the  field,  over  to  Miss  Edgar’s 
rooms  in  that  little  house  of  hers  built 
in  a corner  of  the  Boys’  School  com- 
pound ; built  for  her  by  Andrew  Alex- 
ander, of  New  York.  It  was  in  that 
little  house  that  Mattie  R.  Wylie  pass- 
ed her  last  days,  and  from  which  she 
was  translated  to  the  heavenly  home. 
On  entering  Miss  Edgar’s  parlor  that 
evening  we  were  surprised  to  find  a 
circle  of  about  a dozen  boys  sitting  at 
her  feet.  Did  I say  parlor?  No,  not 
her  parlor,  for  she  had  given  that  lux- 
ury up  that  year  that  she  might  make 
room  for  eight  more  boys,  who  must 
either  be  turned  away  or  room  made 
for  them  outside  the  dormitory,  and 
so  her  parlor  was  converted  into  a 
sleeping  apartment  for  these  boys 
and  her  dining-room  made  to  serve 
the  double  purpose  of  sitting-room  and 
dining-room.  We  were  glad  to  join 
the  circle,  though  not  on  the  floor,  and 
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listen  to  the  conversation  in  that  un- 
known tongue  that  we  were  not  sure 
yet  but  it  would  be  the  “kilim’  ” of  us. 
We  got  little  or  nothing  from  the  les- 
sons of  the  evening,  save  as  we  learned 
the  lesson  of  sacrifice  that  has  made  so 
many  of  our  missionaries  great,  and 
the  lesson  of  using  opportunities  as  we 
saw  those  boys  on  a Saturday  night 
after  a full  week’s  work  taking  this 
hour  out  of  their  play  time  to  learn 
more  of  those  things  that  had  to  do 
with  the  making  of  their  character  and 
their  future.  They  had  come  in  for 
special  lessons  on  the  Sabbath  School 
topic  that  was  to  be  before  them  on 
the  following  morning. 

Farah  was  one  of  those  boys.  And 
we  might  add,  as  memory  serves  us, 
out  of  that  circle  came  six  teachers  for 
our  schools. 

After  Farah  graduated  from  Latakia 
he  was  employed  as  a teacher  for  the 
beginners  and  a helper  in  the  board- 
ing school.  These  early  days  of  in- 
structions revealed  the  traits  of  the 
soldier.  He  had  gifts  that  were  worthy 
of  developing  and  later  Miss  Edgar 
planned,  through  the  generosity  of 
friends  at  home,  to  give  Farah  a 
course  in  our  own  school  in  Cyprus. 
This  was  in  English  and  would  let 
him  into  a deeper  Bible  study.  Those 
were  precious  days  to  the  Armenian 
pupil.  He  never  forgot  her  who  made 
them  possible  and  he  never  forgot  to 
thank  the  men  in  Cyprus  for  what 
they  shared  with  him  of  the  things  of 
God.  On  arriving  in  Latakia  he  was 
arrested  to  be  drafted  into  the  Turk- 
ish army  service.  What  concern? 
What  disappointment?  His  heart  had 
been  set  on  teaching  and  serving  his 
own  people  and  the  Mission  in  exten- 
sion work  and  now  on  the  threshold 


of  that  new  day  he  is  drafted  into 
another  service  that  offered  no  help  or 
attractions  in  any  way. 

Here  again  we  see  the  ideals  and 
sacrifices  of  the  missionaries  at  work. 
She,  who  had  prayed  for  him  and  with 
him  and  had  helped  him  to  higher 
things,  comes  again  to  the  rescue  and 
somewhere,  and  somehow,  she  raised 
the  money  to  buy  him  off  the  army 
after  three  months  of  service.  After 
those  three  months  he  takes  his  place 
in  the  boys’  school  with  Dr.  Stewart 
to  teach  the  higher  classes  and  as  an 
instructor  in  English.  In  this  capac- 
ity he  lifted  many  burdens  from  Dr. 
Stewart  as  he  was  a worker  to  be 
trusted  with  whatever  was  given  him 
to  do.  He  took  a year’s  theology  with 
Dr.  Stewart,  which  added  greatly  to 
his  preparation  for  service. 

During  the  summer  of  1914  when 
the  Turkish  army  was  being  mobil- 
ized Farah  was  the  first  to  be  called 
from  his  village  amongst  the  reserve. 
He  was  up  in  the  village  of  Kessab 
when  the  order  came  for  him  to  re- 
port. And  the  order  was  that  those 
who  failed  to  report  would  be  shot 
wherever  found  and  no  explanations 
taken.  Great  was  our  concern  to- 
gether. Well  we  remember  having 
prayer  together  and  then  he  started 
off  to  Latakia  by  night  to  report,  and 
explain  that  he  was  not  in  the  village 
when  the  call  came.  Arriving  safely 
in  Latakia  he  and  Dr.  Stewart  went 
to  report  to  the  officer  in  command 
and  to  see  if  there  was  any  chance  of 
his  buying  himself  off  again.  After 
some  waiting,  as  usual,  he  was 
granted  that  privilege  of  paying  again 
about  $250  that  he  might  be  free  from 
the  army  and  free  for  the  service  of 
the  Lord  that  meant  far  more  to  him 
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in  those  days.  Glad  were  we  all  when 
he  sent  us  word  that  he  was  free  and 
would  be  with  us  for  the  year  in  the 
school  as  usual. 

Well  do  we  remember,  one  evening 
after  our  return  from  furlough,  his 
coming  into  Dr.  Balph’s  study,  where 
we  were  busy  with  our  work,  and  lay- 
ing down  on  the  desk  three  pounds  in 
gold  and  saying  “Mr.  Edgar,  that’s 
the  last  installment  of  the  fifty  pounds 
that  Miss  Edgar  lent  me  to  buy  my- 
self off  from  military  service.”  What 
joy  was  his?  And  we  rejoiced  with 
him.  Miss  Edgar  was  on  furlough 
and  he  said  that  I was  to  keep  this  for 
her  until  her  return. 

After  Miss  Wylie  did  not  care  to  be 
responsible  for  the  leading  of  the 
singing  in  church  our  Licentiate  took 
it  up  for  a little,  sharing  the  honor 
at  times  with  Farah.  He  did  like  to 
sing  and  he  did  like  to  lead  in  church. 
Mrs.  Balph  had  given  him  valued  as- 
sistance in  this  and  when  we  were 
taken  away  Miss  Mearns  was  giving 
him  special  lessons  in  music.  We  are 
all  glad  for  the  wee  bit  that  we  had  in 
the  drilling  of  Farah  for  the  great 
service.  Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar,  writing  us 
recently,  said : “Since  those  days  when 
Farah  was  with  us  in  Cyprus  I have 
always  felt  that  there  was  a bit  of  my- 
self over  there  in  Syria  at  work  even 
though  I was  far  away.” 

He  was  a Bible  student.  He  was  a 
man  of  prayer  and  helped  lead  many 
of  the  younger  boys  into  that  closer 
prayer  life.  He  loved  the  house  of 
God  and  the  ordinances.  You  could 
trust  him  in  a prayer  meeting  or  in 
the  pulpit  or  in  an  evangelistic  ser- 
vice in  the  village.  How  he  did  de- 
light to  preach  to  his  own  people  in 
Gunamia ! 


When  or  why  he  was  taken  away 
from  Latakia  we  know  not.  All  we 
heard  was  that  Farah  was  gone  with 
the  other  Armenians  towards  Aleppo. 
Then  were  our  hearts  heavy.  With 
him  went  his  father  and  mother,  whom 
Dr.  Balph  had  left  as  caretakers  of 
the  hospital  and  yard  in  his  absence. 
There  were  three  girls  and  another 
boy  in  the  family.  Two  of  these  were 
beautiful  girls  and  the  whole  family 
were  members  of  the  church  save  the 
little  girl  of  about  nine  years.  His 
was  a short  service,  but  he  was  a well- 
trained  soldier.  And  we  are  confident 
that  wherever  he  was  his  testimony 
would  be  to  the  saving  grace  of  his 
Lord  and  Saviour.  His  warfare  was  a 
brief  one.  We  can  say  with  joy  as 
we  knew  him  he  was  a good  soldier  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  “when  the  roll  is 
called  up  yonder  he’ll  be  there.”  We 
can  easily  imagine  him  singing  to 
himself  and  to  the  loved  ones  if  they 
were  near  him  those  great  words  of 
the  79th  Psalm : 

For  thy  name’s  glory  help,  0 God, 
Thou  hast  our  Saviour  been. 
Deliver  us  for  they  name’s  sake, 

0 purge  away  our  sin. 

0 let  the  pris’ners’  sighs  ascend, 
Before  thy  sight  on  high ; 

Preserve  those  in  thy  mighty  power 
That  are  condemned  to  die. 

So  we  thy  people  and  thy  flock 
Will  ever  praise  thy  name ; 

And  unto  generations  all 
We  will  thy  praise  proclaim. 

Yes,  Mallim  Farah  is  dead  but  “he, 
being  dead,  yet  speaketh,”  and  those 
who  are  at  home  who  helped  pray  him 
into  the  Kingdom  and  sent  gifts  to  put 
him  through  Cyprus  school  and  to  buy 
him  off  the  army  have  the  joy  of  know- 
gifts  and  the  investment  continues, 
and  shall  continue,  to  bring  in  interest 
to  their  account. 
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WHERE  HE  LEARNED  THE 
BIBLE 

“I  read  the  Bible  for  the  first  time 
at  my  mother’s  knee,”  said  the  First 
Secretary  of  the  Chinese  Legation  in 
London,  Mr.  Y.  S.  Tsao,  speaking  re- 
cently in  London  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society. 

This  is  an  encouragement  to  our 
women  missionaries  in  China,  and  to 
the  women  at  home  who  send  them. 
Christianize  the  mothers  in  China  and 
you  will  make  a new  and  Christian 
China. 

It  is  a lesson,  too,  to  mothers  at 
home.  The  boys  that  learn  to  read 
their  Bibles  at  a mother’s  knee  will  be 
the  men  who  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom  in  later  years. — Ex. 


We  thank  a number  of  other  friends 
for  the  January  number  of  Olive 
Trees  which  they  have  sent  us. 


HAD  NO  TIME  FOR  OVERWORK 

Working  in  a government  workshop 
on  the  Nilgiris  Hills  is  a young  Bad- 
aga,  who  became  a Christian  and  was 
baptized  last  year.  During  a press  of 
work,  most  of  the  employees  stayed 
to  earn  overtime  pay.  The  young  con- 
vert declined,  and  the  manager  sent 
for  him  and  asked : “Why  don’t  you 
stay  in  the  evening  and  get  extra  pay 
like  the  others?  Do  you  know  you 
could  nearly  double  your  wages.”  At 
last  came  the  astonishing  answer, 
“Please,  sir,  I can’t,  I am  holding  Bible 
class  every  evening.”  The  manager, 
himself  a Christian,  inquired  further, 
and  found  that  this  convert  of  only  a 
few  months’  standing  was  going  every 
evening  to  his  own  Badaga  village  to 
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read  the  daily  Scripture  Union  por- 
tion to  the  young  men  with  whom  he 
had  grown  up,  and  explaining  it  as 
far  as  he  was  able  to  do,  and  speak- 
ing to  them,  one  by  one,  of  his  Sav- 
iour. Three  of  these  young  men  have 
since  asked  for  and  received,  and  a 
fourth  is  under  instruction  for,  bap- 
tism.— The  Missiojiary  Review. 


MISSIONS  OF  THE  MORMONS 

It  is  reported  that  the  Mormons 
have  some  two  thousand  missionaries 
scattered  throughout  the  world.  An 
American  minister,  after  a tour  of 
observation  and  work  through  North- 
ern Utah  and  Southern  Idaho,  urges 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  present- 
ing the  truth  to  these  deluded  people. 
At  a meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City  he 
heard  the  way  of  salvation  summed 
up  in  these  terms:  (1)  tithing;  (2) 
obedience  to  the  priesthood;  (3)  feed- 
ing the  poor ; (4)  observing  the  sacra- 
ments and  fasting.  This,  he  says,  is 
the  essence  of  the  Mormon  Gospel;  it 
is  salvation  by  works.  Alongside  of 
these  religious  “principles”  the  people 
exhibit  a dense  ignorance  of  Holy 
Scripture  and  Christian  faith  and 
practice  as  properly  understood. — The 
Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 


MORMON  MENACE 

One  year’s  seed  sowing : 


Tracts  distributed 10,892,122 

Conversations  1,744,641 

Families  visited 3,532,273 

Books  distributed 500,614 

Meetings  held 92,072 


“But  while  men  slept  his  enemy 
came  and  sowed  tares  among  the 
wheat  and  went  his  way.” 
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SIDELIGHTS  ON  FIFTY  YEARS 
OF  MISSION  WORK  IN 
SYRIA 

THE  TALE  OF  A WALL 

When  the  mission  property  was  purchased 
a wall  of  about  four  feet  in  height  was 
built  around  it.  This  served  very  well  to 
mark  the  boundaries,  but  as  a means  of 
keeping  people  out  it  was  useless. 

Our  children  were  confined  to  two  suits 
of  clothing,  to  be  worn  on  alternate  weeks. 
Every  Saturday  one  was  doffed  and  the 
other  donned.  Perhaps  you  would  like  to 
know  what  a “suit”  means.  Well,  for  the 
girls  it  meant  a long-sleeved  chemise  and 
a pair  of  drawers  much  like  bloomers,  and 
these  two  garments  were  made  of  unbleach- 
ed muslin.  If  it  were  winter  each  girl  wore 
a petticoat,  and  a jacket  padded  with  cot- 
ton and  quilted,  a pair  of  shoes  and  some- 
times stockings.  The  dress  was  made  with 
full  skirt  gathered  on  a plain  waist. 

The  dress  of  the  boys  was  somewhat  like 
that  of  the  girls  except  that  the  trousers 
were  much  fuller,  and  the  outside  garment 
was  a long  straight  robe  reaching  below  the 
knees,  and  belted  in  at  the  waist.  In  cold 
weather  they  wore  quilted  jackets  like  those 
worn  by  the  girls. 

The  material,  used  for  the  girls’  dresses 
and  the  boys’  robes,  was  a native  cloth 
called  “ology,”  which  had  the  advantage  of 
being  alike  on  both  sides  and  striped  so 
that  there  was  no  up  or  down,  and  no 
matching  to  do  when  cutting  out.  It  had 
the  disadvantage  of  being  rather  narrow. 
It  was  striped  in  different  colors,  and  some 
combinations  were  quite  pretty,  and  it  was 
very  lasting  in  quality. 

When  the  school  grew  large  we  attained 
to  a set  of  drawers  and  each  child  was  given 
a number  and  its  clothing  marked  with  this 
number;  the  clothing  of  three  or  four  chil- 
dren was  kept  in  one  drawer,  and  this 
drawer  bore  the  numbers  of  the  suits  con- 
tained in  it.  On  Saturday  mornings  the 
children  came  from  their  bath  into  the 
room  where  the  clothing  was  kept,  and  as 
each  child  called  out  its  number  the  teacher 
in  charge  handed  out  the  corresponding 
suit.  The  discarded  clothes  were  put  away 
in  the  wash-room  for  Monday’s  wash.  The 
misery  came  on  Tuesday  when  the  clothes 
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were  brought  in  from  the  wash,  sorted  and 
put  away.  Almost  invariably  there  were  a 
number  of  garments  missing.  “Where  is 
shirt  9?”  “Where  are  drawers  17?”  '‘Where 
is  dress  20?”  And  echo  answered  “where?” 
The  garments  had  been  secreted  and  handed 
over  the  low  wall  to  some  waiting  relative. 
How  many  lost  garments  had  to  be  replaced ! 
In  the  same  manner  bread  and  other  pro- 
visions were  tucked  away  in  some  remote 
corner  and  presented  to  visiting  relatives. 

The  normal  way  for  visitors  to  come  into 
the  school  was  by  the  big  entrance  door, 
where  the  door-keeper  announced  them  to 
the  proper  authorities,  and  they  were  ad- 
mitted or  refused  as  the  circumstances  re- 
quired. But  the  low  wall  made  it  possible 
to  come  and  go  in  a more  informal  manner. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  measles,  small- 
pox, itch  and  other  contagious  diseases  were 
introduced.  And  they  brought  other  guests 
more  easily  discerned  than  microbes.  You 
would  be  busy  hearing  classes  when  all  at 
once  you  would  see  something  crawling  on 
some  small  neck  or  arm.  You  look  more 
closely — -no  doubt  about  it:  a nasty  gray 
beast  with  a black  center.  Books  are  cast 
aside  at  once;  word  is  sent  to  all  the  other 
class  rooms,  and  a general  search  is  in- 
stituted. No  more  study  till  each  body  and 
every  suit  of  clothes  is  examined,  and  the 
infested  garments  carried  off  to  be  purified. 
One  such  visitor  brought  over  the  wall  would 
in  an  incredibly  short  time  make  two  or 
three  hours’  work  for  the  staff.  Happily  one 
of  the  force  was  an  ex-cavalry  man,  who 
had  served  in  the  Civil  War,  and  he  taught 
us  how  to  get  rid  of  these  pests — by  boiling 
cotton  garments  in  salt  water.  An  experi- 
enced missionary  lady  taught  us  to  get  rid 
of  them  in  woolen  by  pressing  all  the  seams 
with  a hot  iron. 

Egress  as  well  as  ingress  was  easy,  and 
several  times  a number  of  the  children  ran 
off,  choosing  Sabbath  evenings  while  they 
had  on  clean  clothes  and  shoes.  Their  stay 
was  not  usually  very  long,  as  their  absence, 
was  discovered  about  bed-time  when  the 
teacher  wished  to  collect  and  put  away  the 
shoes.  Sometimes  they  were  pursued  and 
brought  back  forthwith,  at  others  they 
came  of  their  own  accord. 

A man  from  the  mountains  brought  his 
sister  down  as  a pledge  for  some  money 
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which  he  wished  to  borrow  to  get  his  goats 
out  of  pawn.  Mr.  Beattie  brought  him  to 
me  to  see  if  I wished  to  invest.  A paper 
was  made  out  setting  forth  that  when  the 
man  should  pay  me  the  $4.00  lent  him,  with 
interest  from  date,  he  was  to  have  his  sis- 
ter. He  was  given  a mat  and  a little  hand 
lamp,  and  allowed  to  sleep  in  the  room  set 
apart  for  contagious  diseases.  In  the  morn- 
ing he  and  the  lamp  had  disappeared  over 
the  low  wall.  I am  still  out  of  pocket  the 
amount  of  the  loan. 

But  the  wall  became  in  war  time  not 
merely  an  annoyance,  but  a danger,  and  the 
mission  wrote  home  asking  for  funds  to 
put  up  a wall  that  would  be  a protection. 
The  answer  was  that  it  was  not  considered 
advisable  to  build  a wall,  as  the  sight  of  it 
might  provoke  an  attack — a kind  of  pacifist 
doctrine.  The  mission  physician  then  made 
a professional  visit  to  the  Mersine  district, 
then  to  most  us  a terra  incognita , and  gath- 
ered in  a goodly  sum  by  his  practice.  An- 
other substantial  sum  was  given  by  Mr. 
David  Gregg,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries on  the  ground  “reaped  the  cor- 
ners of  their  fields,”  and  the  high  wall 
which  now  surrounds  the  grounds  gave  the 
inmates  a sense  of  greater  security  than 
they  had  hitherto  enjoyed. 

Mary  E.  Metheny. 


JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT 

Topic  for  June  meeting:  Learning  to 

pray.  Matt.  6:  5-13. 

One  morning  a Junior  asked  his  mother 
suddenly:  “Mother,  why  should  we  pray  to 
God?”  The  mother  answered:  “Because  we 
need  things.”  “But  God  knows  that  we 
need  things,  doesn’t  He?  Why  does  He  not 
give  them  without  asking?”  The  mother 
answered:  “Because  He  loves  to  have  us 
come  to  Him  and  talk  to  Him.”  And  there 
the  matter  ended.  Later  in  the  day  the  boy 
came  into  the  house  and  said : “Mother,  I’m 
hungry.  Give  me  something  to  eat.”  The 
mother  said:  “I  know  that  you  are  hungry. 
Why  do  you  ask  me  to  give  you  something 
to  eat?  Don’t  you  believe  that  I will  do  it 
anyway?”  Her  boy  understood  from  the 
smile  on  her  lips  that  she  referred  to  the 
conversation  of  the  morning.  We  must 
learn  to  pray  for  what  we  need.  God  wants 
us  to  do  so.  It  is  just  as  reasonable  to  ask 


God  for  things  as  it  is  to  ask  our  friends. 
Show  the  Juniors  a copy  book  with  rather 
poor  writing.  Tell  them  how  we  all  must 
learn  to  do  all  things  that  are  worth  while; 
we  must  learn  to  walk,  to  run,  to  read,  to 
play  ball,  everything.  Also  to  write.  At 
first  it  is  not  easy,  the  letters  are  crooked, 
badly  formed.  Now  show  another  copy  book 
writing.  Why?  Because  the  writer  has 
practiced  writing.  Itis  the  same  with 
reading.  It  is  practice  that  makes  perfect. 
We  must  learn  to  pray  as  we  learn  to  write, 
or  read,  or  speak.  At  first  we  pray  poorly, 
stumblingly,  imperfectly.  By  and  by  we 
gain  confidence.  We  learn  to  know  God  bet- 
ter, and  are  not  afraid  of  our  comrades. 
We  learn  also  to  pray  for  the  things  we  need. 

Why  do  we  pray? 

To  whom  do  we  pray? 

Who  has  told  us  to  pray? 

What  is  the  difference  between  praying 
and  “saying  our  prayers?” 

How  do  we  knov^  that  God  hears  our 
prayers? 

How  often  ought  we  to  pray? 

What  prayer  did  Jesus  teach  His  dis- 
ciples? 

Do  you  think  He  meant  it  for  us  as  well 
as  for  them? 

Who  has  written  the  Lord’s  Prayer  for 
us  in  the  Bible? 

Do  you  suppose  that  Jesus  meant  that 
we  should  pray  always  in  just  those  words? 

Why  do  we  need  to  learn  to  pray? 

Why  is  it  wrong  to  pray  carelessly  or 
irreverently? 

What  must  we  always  remember  when 
we  pray?  Heb.  11:  6. 

References:  2 Chron.  16:  11;  Matt.  7:  7; 
26:  41;  Luke  18:  1,  26:  36;  John  16:  24; 
Eph.  6:  18;  Phil.  4:6;  Col.  4:  2;  1 Thess. 
5:  17;  1 Tim.  2:  18.  (C.  E.  World). 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Ward. 


E.  M.  C.  APPLIED  TO  A WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

“Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every 
one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath 
prospered  him.” 

This  text  is  the  basis  of  a movement 
that  is  sweeping  through  the  entire  church 
and  is  called  “The  Every  Member  Canvass.” 
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In  this  day,  system  is  one  of  the  main  fac- 
tors in  success.  In  the  home,  in  the  busi- 
ness world,  in  the  political  world,  and  even 
in  the  church,  where  there  are  successful 
results  a more  or  less  perfect  system  is  to 
be  found. 

As  nothing  is  of  more  importance  than 
the  giving  of  our  means  to  the  Lord’s  work, 
a systematic  plan  should  be  adopted.  This 
has  been  done  by  many  congregations  and 
organizations  in  our  own  denomination  and 
others.  The  Women’s  Missionary  Society 
of  College  Hill,  with  the  feeling  that  their 
plan  of  giving  might  be  improved  upon,  and 
with  due  deliberation  and  investigation,  have 
adopted  the  every  member  canvass.  This 
plan  went  into  effect  the  first  of  April.  A 
budget  was  formed  of  all  the  pledges  and 
other  expenditures  of  the  society  for  the 
previous  year,  and  as  each  member  was 
interviewed  by  the  committee  this  budget 
was  submitted  to  them,  together  with  the 
amount  that  particular  member  had  given, 
thus  giving  a basis  on  which  to  make  the 
weekly  pledge.  This  pledge  is  placed  in  an 
envelope  secured  for  the  purpose  and  drop- 
ped in  the  basket  every  Sabbath  when  the 
regular  offering  is  taken.  To  avoid  con- 
fusion the  envelopes  are  a different  color 
or  shade  from  those  used  by  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Of  course  this  plan  is  new  in  our  society, 
but  our  treasurer  is  enthusiastic  in  its  praise 
already.  We  now  have  more  paying  mem- 
bers than  before.  This  fact  alone  accom- 
plishes two  things — it  increases  the  Lord’s 
treasury  and  is  a stimulus  to  further  ac- 
tivity on  the  part  of  the  giver.  The  treas- 
urer says  it  simplifies  her  work,  which  is 
no  small  item. 

Another  advantage  is  that  whether  the 
members  are  able  to  attend  the  regular 
monthly  meeting  of  the  society  or  not,  the 
treasury  does  not  suffer.  While  the  plan 
is  new  with  us,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope 
that  more  of  our  members  may  become  ac- 
tivly  interested  in  the  work  of  the  society 
and  that  we  may  be  able  to  do  more  than 
ever  before  to  help  send  the  Gospel  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Ransom, 
College  Hill  L.  M.  S. 


SPECIAL  STUDIES  OF  GENEVA 
VOLUNTEERS 

It  was  suggested  that  the  Student 
Volunteer  Band  of  Geneva  College 
send  an  article  to  the  Olive  Trees, 
outlining  the  work  we  are  doing  this 
year. 

In  previous  years  we  have  been  hav- 


ing discussional  meetings  concerning 
our  problems.  In  the  fall  we  studied 
Dr.  Balph’s  book,  “Fifty  Years  in 
Syria/’  which  was  especially  interest- 
ing, with  Evangeline  Metheny  for  our 
leader.  She  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  country  and  the  work  in  the 
book,  which  helped  us  a very  great 
deal. 

We  are  now  studying  the  transla- 
tion of  the  Koran  by  Sale,  in  the  Home 
Library  edition,  and  we  find  this  more 
interesting  and  helpful  than  anything 
we  have  yet  taken  up.  Miss  Metheny 
teaches  the  class  and  we  are  now  hold- 
ing open  meetings  which  the  students 
attend.  The  interest  they  show  in 
these  meetings  proves  how  very  inter- 
esting they  are. 

We  first  studied  the  five  founda- 
tions of  Islam,  which  are  Prayer, 
Alms,  the  Fast  of  Ramaden,  Testify- 
ing and  the  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  We 
look  in  the  index  for  all  references  on 
these  subjects  and  then  discuss  them 
at  the  meeting.  We  then  took  up  such 
topics  as  Heaven,  Christ,  God,  Woman 
and  Society,  studying  what  the  Koran 
gave  on  each.  In  this  way  we  are  en- 
abled to  see  the  strong  points  in  the 
Koran  and  its  many  weak  ones. 

This  Koran  study  has  given  us  a 
vision  of  the  wonderful  opportunities 
and  need  in  the  field  and  has  given  us 
an  interest  and  enthusiasm  we  never 
had  before. 

We  wonder  now  if  some  of  the 
Young  People’s  Societies  would  not 
enjoy  taking  up  the  study  of  the 
Koran  at  some  of  their  meetings  or  if 
a class  might  be  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  studying  the  Koran.  A very 
valuable  book  to  be  used  as  an  aid  in 
this  study  is  the  “The  Religion  of  the 
Crescent,”  by  Rev.  W.  St.  Claire-Tis- 
dall. 

We  would  share  with  others  the 
broader  view  of  the  life  and  religion 
of  the  people  in  other  countries  which 
we  have  gained. 

Hildred  Thomson, 

A Student  Volunteer. 
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CIRCULATION 

The  following  are  only  a few  of  the 
kind  expressions  received  during  the 
past  few  weeks : 

is  only  a little  girl,  but  says 

she  would  not  like  to  do  without  Olive 
Trees. 

The  Foreign  Board  is  giving  us  a 
very  good  paper.  We  certainly  would 
not  like  to  do  without  it. 

Olive  Trees  is  great.  It  is  doing  a 
fine  work  for  the  Church. 

May  Olive  Trees  is  the  best  yet. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  seek- 
ing to  give  the  Church  all  the  informa- 
tion and  inspiration  possible. 

This  number  is  greatly  enlarged  in 
order  to  give  the  Annual  Report  to 
Synod,  the  table  of  statistics  pre- 
pared by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  and 
which  we  feel  sure  wifi  be  greatly  en- 
joyed, the  message  from  our  treas- 
urer, etc.  The  Board  is  sending  this 
number  into  every  home  in  our 
Church.  If  any  do  not  receive  it  a 
postal  card  will  bring  free  copy.  July 
Olive  Trees  will  contain  most  inter- 
esting Field  Reports  from  our  work- 
ers covering  the  past  year.  Fifty  cents 
will  bring  you  “Olive  Trees ” for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

Will  you  not  sit  right  down  and  re- 
turn to  us  the  enclosed  envelope  and 
card  with  your  subscription  or  a sub- 
scription for  a friend? 

During  the  past  month  we  sent  out 
letters  to  all  who  had  not  paid  their 
subscription  for  1916,  saying  that  un- 
less we  heard  from  them  before  a rea- 
sonable time  we  would  have  to  take 
their  names  from  our  list. 

We  thank  those  who  made  immedi- 
ate responses.  We  have  found,  as  we 


DEPARTMENT 

expected,  that  some  had  been  called 
home,  some  had  changed  their  ad- 
dress and  we  had  not  received  notice, 
and  a few  had  already  paid  but  had 
not  been  credited  by  us. 

Some  of  these  last  feel  aggrieved 
that  we  have  not  kept  our  accounts 
correct.  We  are  very  sorry  that  we 
have  hurt  anyone  and  assure  them 
that  all  we  want  is  a card  saying  they 
have  paid.  We  have  no  regular  office 
or  help  for  this  work,  but  with  the 
help  of  friends  we  are  trying  to  fur- 
nish the  best  magazine  we  can  and  we 
feel  that  less  than  half  a dozen  mis- 
takes out  of  1300  names  is  not  a bad 
record. 


The  Mission  of  the  Covenant  feel  a 
loss  in  the  “going  home”  of  one  of  our 
little  Jewish  girls.  She  was  just  seven 
years  old  but  had  learned  to  love  the 
Messiah.  She  was  a sister  of  one  of 
the  girls  who  spent  last  summer  at 
Northfield,  through  the  kindness  of 
Mrs.  Peebles.  Rachel  was  a very  at- 
tractive and  lovable  little  girl  and 
quite  popular  at  our  last  annual  enter- 
tainment on  account  of  her  English 
and  Jewish  songs. 

In  her  report  Miss  Forsyth  says  of 
her,  she  was  sent  to  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  and  after  suffering  with 
spinal  meningitis,  for  five  weeks,  she 
was  taken  to  her  Heavenly  Home,  the 
ground  of  our  assurance  being,  that 
when  she  repeated  the  Twenty-third 
Psalm  and  was  asked  if  Jesus  was  her 
Shepherd,  she  replied,  “yes;  I love 
Jesus.”  She  was  one  of  our  sweetest, 
little  singers  and  we  miss  her  very 
much.  We  believe  she  is  now  singing 
the  Song  of  the  Redeemed. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  TO  SYNOD  OF  FOREIGN 
MISSION  BOARD-1915-1916. 


Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday, 
today  and  forever.  As  nineteen  hun- 
dred years  ago,  so  still  wherever  his 
disciples  go  preaching  the  gospel,  the 
Lord  works  with  them  confirming  the 
word  with  signs  following.  The  early 
plan  of  work  was  to  preach,  to  teach 
and  to  heal. 

No  Report  From  Syria. 

The  relieving  of  bodily  distress  has 
taken  a large  place  in  our  efforts  for 
the  poor  oppressed  of  Syria  and  Asia 
Minor.  The  treasurer’s  report  shows 
generous  contributions  for  this  pur- 
pose. And  yet  the  missionaries  in 
this  field  have  had  great  opportunities 
in  the  regular  departments  of  mission 
work.  Reports  are  again  this  year 
lacking  and  for  the  same  obvious  rea- 
son, the  censor  refusing  to  pass  any- 
thing but  the  scantest  correspond- 
ence. Yet  we  can  report  that  the 
schools  were  open  with  but  little  in- 
terruption all  the  year.  Dr.  Stewart 
at  Latakia  and  Mr.  McFarland  at  Mer- 
sina  were  privileged  to  preach  all  the 
while.  Dr.  Peoples  experienced  no  re- 
striction in  the  medical  work  at  Mer- 
sina.  Miss  Edgar  at  Latakia  and 
Miss  Sterrett  and  Mr.  Carithers  at 
Mersina  went  on,  we  are  assured,  with 
the  teaching.  The  only  trouble  has 
been  that,  in  their  loneliness  and  isola- 
tion, they  have  had  greatly  multi- 
plied duties  and  burdens  beyond  their 
strength.  With  characteristic  devo- 
tion Miss  Sterrett,  whose  furlough 
falls  due  this  year,  has  offered  to  pro- 
long her  term  of  service  another  year, 
if  the  interests  of  the  mission  require 
it;  and  Mr.  Carithers,  whose  short 
term  appointment  expires  this  spring, 
has  accepted  appointment  for  another 
year,  seeing  the  Board  could  not  in 
present  disturbed  conditions  hope  to 
send  out  another  young  man  to  fill  his 
place. 

We  are  called  to  report  the  death, 
January  9,  1916,  of  our  senior  mis- 


sionary, Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie,  who 
labored  for  forty  years  at  Latakia. 
She  greatly  endeared  herself  to  the 
entire  church  in  two  generations,  and 
in  Syria  left  the  lasting  impress  of  her 
consecrated  life.  Many  who  learned 
the  way  of  salvation  from  her  pre- 
ceded her  to  glory,  and  she  being  dead 
yet  speaketh.  She  glorified  God  in  suf- 
fering as  in  service.  Her  works  do 
follow  her.  Her  labor  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.  “The  righteous  shall  be  in 
everlasting  remembrance.” 

CYPRUS 

Reports  from  the  Island  of  Cyprus 
show  faithful  services  in  every  depart- 
ment. Our  missionaries  here  are : in 
Larnaca,  the  Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 
and  wife,  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Stewart  and 
Mr.  Dwight  H.  Conner ; in  Nicosia,  Dr. 
Calvin  McCarroll  and  wife.  Mrs. 
Walter  McCarroll  has  been  in  ill  health 
all  year,  and  found  it  necessary  to  seek 
a change  of  location.  Accordingly 
she  passed  over  into  Switzerland,  ac- 
companied by  their  children,  the  two 
oldest  of  whom  had  graduated  from 
the  Academy  in  Cyprus  last  June,  and 
required  school  facilities  other  than 
those  to  be  had  on  the  island.  The 
hope  that  Mrs.  McCarroll’s  health 
would  improve  was  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment. She  entered  a sanatorium 
for  three  months,  but  still  failing  to 
gain  the  desired  strength  sailed  for 
America,  reaching  New  York  May  14 
this  year. 

Mr.  McCarroll,  who  is  still  on  the 
field,  reports  that  “Cyprus  so  far  as 
the  European  conflict  is  concerned, 
has  remained  unaffected  by  the  move- 
ment of  armies  and  the  clash  of  arms, 
except  for  the  stagnation  of  trade,  the 
general  rise  in  prices,  and,  in  some 
parts,  the  scarcity  of  bread.” 

Our  work  is  carried  forward  mainly 
in  the  three  stations  of  Larnaca,  Nico- 
sia and  Kyrenia. 

The  Preaching  has  been  done  by 
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Mr.  McCarroll  and  native  helpers, 
with  the  others  doing  what  they  could 
as  lay-preachers.  Regular  services 
every  Sabbath  are  held  in  Larnaca  and 
Nicosia.  After  the  August  vacation 
Mr.  McCarroll  spent  a few  days  visit- 
ing the  villages  in  the  Kyrenia  dis- 
trict, accompanied  by  Licentiate  Dim- 
itriades.  Returning  to  Larnaca,  he 
made  a trip  to  the  Carpass,  visiting  20 
or  more  villages,  and  travelling  160 
miles.  Three  communions  were  held 
during  the  year — two  in  Nicosia  and 
one  at  Larnaca. 

Mr.  Dimitriades  is  stationed  at  Ni- 
cosia and  is  an  earnest  preacher  of  the 
gospel.  While  five  united  with  the 
church  and  one  was  reinstated  at  Lar- 
naca, through  defection  and  removal, 
there  was  a net  decrease  of  one.  The 
present  church  membership  in  Cyprus 
is  38. 

There  are  now  three  schools  in  Lar- 
naca, one  for  girls,  and  boys  too  small 
to  enter  the  Academy,  having  been 
opened  in  the  autumn,  and  one  for 
small  Armenian  children  (mostly  of 
parents  connected  with  the  church) , 
having  been  started  this  spring.  Last 
June  there  were  10  graduates  from 
the  academy.  In  September  the  school 
opened  with  the  largest  enrollment  in 
its  history.  In  all  the  schools  there 
was  a total  of  177  boys  and  girls  under 
Christian  instruction. 

Gratitude  is  due  to  God  for  the  safe 
return  to  Cyprus  of  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Stewart.  After  spending  last  year  at 
Princeton,  and  the  summer  in  Colum- 
bia studying  teaching  methods,  he  sail- 
ed for  the  field.  Only  after  a perilous 
voyage  on  the  Sant’  Anna  did  he  reach 
port  in  safety. 

In  the  Medical  Work  Dr.  Calvin  Mc- 
Carroll is  alone.  He  is  both  efficient 
in  his  profession  and  deeply  interested 
in  evangelistic  work.  He  reports  re- 
ligious services  every  Sabbath  in  Ni- 
cosia, with  better  attendance  than 
usual,  and  gospel  services  prior  to  each 
clinic.  “On  these  occasions  the  pa- 
tients give  respectful  attention.”  Dr. 
McCarroll’s  office  treatments  num- 


bered 8437 ; his  out-visits  360 ; and  his 
trips  to  the  villages  involving  558 
miles  of  travelling,  22.  He  sums  up  in 
these  words : “No  notable  results  have 
followed  the  work  of  the  year.  Still 
we  believe  the  leaven  is  working,  and 
that  in  time  we  shall  see  the  effects  in 
the  leavening  of  the  mass.” 

CHINA 

In  China  the  year  has  been  one  of 
great  encouragement  and  unprece- 
dented advance.  In  all  departments 
there  are  results  greater  than  those  of 
equal  physical  efforts  in  former  years. 
This  would  seem  to  indicate  the  Spir- 
it’s working  in  mightier  power. 

The  Preaching. 

Dr.  A.  I.  Robb,  the  Rev.  Julius  A. 
Kempf  and  the  Rev.  D.  Raymond 
Taggart  have  represented  the  home 
church  in  this  department  in  the  year 
now  closed.  In  this  work  they  have 
had  the  assistance  * of  native  evangel- 
ists, the  licentiates  and  the  students  of 
theology  and  medicine. 

Dr.  Robb , although  having  the  man- 
agement of  the  training  school,  was 
the  moderator  of  the  session  and  act- 
ing pastor  of  the  congregation  at  Tak 
Hing,  and  had  charge  of  the  city 
chapel  and  the  country  chapels  at 
Tung  On  and  Lin  Tan.  Since  the  de- 
parture of  his  brother,  the  Rev.  J.  K. 
Robb,  for  the  home  land,  Dr.  Robb 
was  responsible  for  the  preaching  at 
Tak  Hing.  A part  of  this  he  did  him- 
self while  the  students  and  licentiates 
did  the  rest.  Three  communions  were 
held  in  Tak  Hing  within  the  year.  Fair 
attendance  and  good  interest  are  re- 
ported. The  oversight  of  the  work 
and  part  of  the  preaching  at  the  two 
out-stations  fell  to  Dr.  Robb.  He 
“preached  over  fifty  sermons  in  chap- 
els during  the  year.”  Communion  was 
held  once  at  Tung  On.  There  are  no 
members  yet  in  Lin  Tan. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Kempf  also  served  the 
mission  in  the  dual  capacity  of  teacher 
and  preacher.  With  the  removal  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Taggart  to  Lo  Ting  there 
fell  to  Mr.  Kempf  the  entire  out-sta- 
tion work  at  Do  Sing,  Fung  Tsuen, 
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and  the  country  north  of  Tak  Hing. 
The  measure  of  his  responsibilities 
can  in  part  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
noted  that,  in  addition  to  full  service 
in  the  Boys’  School  at  Tak  Hing,  Mr. 
Kempf  made  four  preaching  trips  to 
Do  Sing,  travelling  120  miles;  one  to 
Fung  Tsuen,  travelling  60  miles ; and 
three  to  Ma  Hui,  travelling  on  foot  60 
miles;  one  to  Kun  Hui,  40  miles  on 
foot ; one  to  Mo  Tung,  28  miles  afoot ; 
one  to  Sun  Hui,  20  miles  on  foot;  and 
ling  80  miles  on  foot.  Once  he  assisted 
ing  80  miles  on  foot.  Once  he  assisted 
Mr.  Taggart  with  a communion  at  Do 
Sing  and  another  time  dispensed  the 
communion  there,  assisted  by  the  na- 
tive preacher.  Added  to  all,  Mr. 
Kempf,  in  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb’s  ab- 
sence, has  acted  as  treasurer  of  the 
Mission,  and  given  part  time  to  con- 
crete construction  work  about  the  mis- 
sion compound. 

The  Rev.  D.  Raymond  Taggart  was 
appointed  to  Lo  Ting  soon  after  the 
Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
returned  to  this  country  in  the  interest 
of  the  latter’s  health.  With  his  family 
he  removed  to  that  station  in  time  for 
the  opening  of  the  work  in  the  autumn, 
and  has  proved  a valuable  addition  to 
the  force  in  that  important  station. 
Mr.  Taggart  had  charge  of  three  chap- 
els— that  in  Lo  Ting,  one  in  Lo  King 
and  one  in  Che  Tsai. 

Special  note  should  be  made  of  the 
Spirit’s  working  in  Lo  Ting.  Early  in 
the  year  some  measure  of  discourage- 
ment was  in  the  minds  of  the  mission- 
aries by  reason  of  a seeming  spiritual 
apathy  and  indifference  among  the 
people.  For  years  the  gospel  had  been 
preached  by  our  brethren  of  the  Chris- 
tian and  Missionary  Alliance  and ' 
those  who  had  not  accepted  had  ap- 
parently become  hardened.  “Educa- 
tional aristocracy,”  “non-observance 
of  the  Sabbath,”  and  “covetousness” 
were  named  by  Mr.  Taggart  as  con- 
tributing factors  in  the  unpromising 
situation.  Yet  after  much  prayer  and 
conference  it  was  decided  to  procure 
a native  evangelist,  Pastor  Cheung 


Lap  Tsoi — a man  of  peculiar  gifts  for 
such  work,  and  hold  an  evangelistic 
campaign,  sending  to  the  churches  in 
America  an  appeal  for  special  prayer. 
In  January  the  meetings  were  held, 
the  Lo  Ting  Board  of  Trade  loaning 
their  silk  market,  rent  free,  for  the 
purpose.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
mission  and  the  native  conference 
were  held  contemporaneously,  this 
bringing  a large  number  of  the  mis- 
sionaries from  Tak  Hing  into  co-op- 
eration with  the  work.  The  campaign 
began  Sabbath,  January  9th,  and  cul- 
minated with  the  communion,  which 
was  dispensed  on  the  following  Sab- 
bath. Four  preaching  services,  be- 
sides a noon  meeting,  were  held  each 
day  from  Sabbath  until  Wednesday. 
“Two  sessions  of  the  native  confer- 
ence were  held  each  forenoon  from 
Monday  until  Thursday,  Dr.  Robb  giv- 
ing a Bible  study  at  one  of  them.”  As 
a result  thousands  were  given  a chance 
to  hear  the  gospel.  More  than  2000 
attended  more  than  one  session.  135 
signed  cards  as  interested  inquirers, 
18  from  the  Boys’  Middle  School.  One 
of  them  has  since  received  baptism, 
and  five  others  have  asked  to  be  bap- 
tized. At  the  communion  following, 
six  persons  were  received  into  the 
church,  two  of  whom  were  brought 
to  a decision  in  the  meetings. 

Thus  was  broken  almost  entirely 
what  had  appeared  to  be  a hardening 
indifference  to  the  gospel.  Leading 
boys  and  teachers  in  the  government 
schools  are  now  publicly  committed  to 
a study  of  the  gospel.  Their  influence 
among  a people,  so  responsive  as  the 
Chinese  to  their  leaders,  makes  the 
future,  by  the  adding  of  our  prayers, 
bright  with  promise. 

Of  the  Lo  King  station  Mr.  Tag- 
gart said  even  prior  to  the  Lo  Ting 
revival,  “This  station  has  caught  the 
spirit  of  advance,  and  are  not  only 
urging  an  extension  of  our  work 
among  them,  but  are  planning  and 
undertaking  great  things  for  them- 
selves. They  have  raised  over  $800  in 
the  community  for  a library,  and  are 
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planning  to  put  $1000  into  it.  They 
are  enlarging  and  repairing  their 
chapel,  partly  on  borrowed  money  to 
be  sure,  but  the  repairs  are  extensive. 
They  are  planning  a two-teacher 
school  for  advanced  pupils,  which  is 
to  be  almost  self-supporting.  The 
evangelist  will  teach  the  Bible  in  this 
school.  Communions  were  held  in 
March  and  December.  There  were 
four  accessions  and  one  death,  the  wife 
of  the  evangelist.  Present  member- 
ship 27.” 

Equally  encouraging  is  his  state- 
ment of  the  situation  at  Che  Tsai : 
“This  station  is  in  a small  village. 
They  have  had  no  evangelist  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  moreover  they  have 
furnished  a very  large  percentage  of 
trained  workers  and  a good  many 
pupils  for  our  schools,  so  that  the 
strength  of  the  community  is  being 
continually  drawn  away  for  work  else- 
where. There  was  one  baptism  and 
one  transferred  to  Lo  Ting.  Also  one 
infant  baptism.” 

The  Preaching  of  the  Native  Evan- 
gelists must  be  included  in  any  fair 
and  complete  account  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  work.  Perhaps,  in  the 
future  and  final  results  their  efforts 
must  take  an  even  larger  place.  Even 
now  the  value  of  their  consecrated 
services  is  incalculable.  Among  their 
own  people,  employing  the  native 
speech,  having  in  all  things  the  Chi- 
nese point  of  view,  knowing  their 
every  prejudice,  sharing  their  aspira- 
tions, and  perfectly  at  home  in  that 
indefinable  thing,  which,  for  want 
of  a better  name,  we  call  “habit  of 
thought,”  they  can  in  closeness  of  per- 
sonal contact  and  effectiveness  of  per- 
sonal appeal  surpass  the  best  foreign 
workers.  These  native  preachers  and 
evangelists  are  working  constantly 
throughout  the  year.  During  the  va- 
cation months  of  July  and  August, 
when  our  missionaries  are  necessarily 
at  the  coast  separated  from  the  work, 
these  faithful  servants  are  in  entire 
charge,  preaching  their  newly-found 
Lord  and  Master.  Dr.  Robb’s  students 


preached  114  sermons  aside  from  their 
work  during  vacations.  Quoting  from 
Dr.  Robb’s  report:  “Every  Tuesday 
evening  and  Sabbath  afternoon  there 
have  been  services  in  the  chapel  in  the 
city,  two  speaking  at  each  service.  The 
attendance  will  average  about  30.  It 
has  been  a valuable  exercise  for  the 
students  and  much  knowledge  has 
been  disseminated.  With  one  or  two 
exceptions  all  nave  preached  twice  be- 
fore the  Sabbath  congregation  at  the 
home  cnapel  and  have  tor  tne  most 
part  managed  the  prayer-meetings, 
choosing  subjects  and  leaders  and  tak- 
ing an  active  part  themselves.  They 
have  also  taugnt  in  tne  Sabbath  school 
as  called  upon  and  some  nave  had  reg- 
ular classes.  Tne  students  spent  tne 
summer  vacation  at  the  country  chap- 
els, working  where  possible  with  men 
already  in  the  held,  and  tor  tne  most 
part  with  evidence  of  acceptable 
work.”  Tung  On  and  Lin  Tan  have 
each,  under  Dr.  Robb’s  supervision, 
been  in  tne  care  of  a native  preacher. 
One,  under  Mr.  Kempf,  is  stationed  at 
Do  Sing.  Here  also  every  Saturday 
and  Sabbath  during  the  year  clinical 
work  and  preaching  were  done  by  two 
helpers  from  tne  hospital.  At  Ma  Hui, 
in  tne  judgment  of  Mr.  Kempf,  about 
tne  most  promising  station  north  of 
Tak  Hing,  there  was  preaching  by  the 
students  almost  every  Sabbath.  Still 
another  evangelist  is  stationed  at  Lo 
ling  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Taggart.  Dr.  Wright’s  male  students 
in  tne  medical  class  preached  100  times 
in  the  year;  and  the  female  students 
were  regularly  employed  in  the  Sab- 
bath school  work. 

Viewing  the  entire  field  in  China 
one  fact  marks  notable  advance, 
namely,  fifteen  communions  were  dis- 
pensed within  the  year,  whereas  but 
three  were  being  dispensed  annually 
when  one  of  the  missionaries,  most 
recently  appointed,  reached  the  field. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  Synod  and  the 
church  to  recall  and  plead  the  prom- 
ise: “My  word  shall  not  return  unto 
me  void,  but  it  shall  accomplish  that 
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which  I please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in 
the  thing  whereto  I send  it.” 

The  Teaching. 

In  this  department  the  force  from 
the  home  church  the  past  year  has 
comprised  J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Dr.  A. 
I.  Robb,  the  Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf, 
Misses  Rose  A.  Huston  and  Mary  R. 
Adams,  the  Rev.  D.  Raymond  Tag- 
gart, and  Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stew- 
art. Mrs.  Robb,  Mrs.  Wright,  Mrs. 
Kempf  and  Mrs.  Dickson,  associate 
missionaries,  and  Mrs.  Doig  have  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance  as  depart- 
ment teachers.  Perhaps  in  no  pre- 
vious year  in  the  history  of  the  mis- 
sion has  the  school  work  been  so  suc- 
cessful and  far-reaching  in  its  results. 

The  Medical  Training  Class , con- 
ducted by  our  physicians  in  the  Gregg 
Memorial  Hospital,  has  met  a real 
need.  It  promises  to  become  a factor 
of  importance  in  relieving  the  distress 
among  the  multitudes  of  sufferers.  No 
less  is  it  proving  itself  an  efficient 
evangelizing  agency,  as  the  students 
not  only  help  preach  the  doctrine 
among  those  who  seek  bodily  relief  in 
the  hospital,  but  cheerfully  make  trips 
into  the  country  and  among  the  vil- 
lages to  hold  clinics  and  preach  the 
glad  tidings. 

‘‘The  hospital  medical  class  has  been 
carried  on  during  the  year,”  says  Dr. 
Wright,  “and  been  a source  of  satis- 
faction and  inspiration  to  us.  The 
number  present  consists  of  three 
young  men  and  two  young  women — 
two  young  women  having  dropped  out, 
as  they  seemed  not  to  have  the  proper 
ideal  or  ambition.  Two  hours  a day 
are  given  in  teaching  this  class,  both 
by  Dr.  McBurney  and  myself.  Since 
the  Doctor  returned  on  furlough  Mrs- 
Wright  has  taken  her  time.  The  class 
themselves  spend  one  hour  in  review 
daily,  and  one  hour  a day  in  Bible 
study  and  preparing  for  evangelistic 
work.  They  do  also  the  hospital  work 
and  never  complain  of  hard  and  oft- 
times  offensive  work,  but  in  all  show 
a spirit  which  we  hope  reflects  to 
those  under  their  care  some  of  the 


love  of  the  Master  whose  work  they 
humbly  try  to  do.  The  class  work  is 
daily  begun  by  the  reading  of  a por- 
tion of  Scripture  and  a prayer,  and 
the  endeavor  is  to  teach  them  the  high 
ideal  of  their  calling  and  to  take  as 
their  example  the  Great  Physician, 
They  have  now  entered  on  the  fourth 
and  last  year  of  the  work,  at  the  end 
of  which  they  will  be  given  a hospital 
certificate  specifying  the  work  done 
and  the  studies  taken.” 

In  the  Theological  Training  School 
there  was  a total  of  thirty -three  weeks 
of  school.  In  regular  work  there  was 
an  enrollment  of  ten,  and  two  others 
attended  recitations  part  time.  Two 
students  completed  the  prescribed 
course,  one  in  July,  the  other  in  De- 
cember. The  course  of  study  is  both 
liberal  and  practical,  covering  much 
the  same  branches  and  such  train- 
ing in  homiletics  and  sermonizing  as 
would  be  pursued  by  students  of  the- 
ology in  the  home  land.  The  attend- 
ance on  classes  was  good,  averaging 
for  the  year  better  than  91  per  cent. 

In  the  Boys'  School  at  Tak  Hing,  the 
work  was  much  the  same  as  last  year, 
Mr.  Kempf  is  in  charge,  Mrs.  A.  I. 
Robb  teaching  arithmetic  and  Mrs, 
Kempf,  English.  A portion  of  each 
day  is  given  to  Bible  study.  Seven 
boys  graduated  January  28th,  when 
the  school  closed  for  the  Chinese  New 
Year.  The  Mayor  of  Tak  Hing  and 
the  Superintendent  of  government 
schools  were  present  at  the  graduating 
exercises  and  the  former  made  an  ad- 
dress. Four  boys  have  entered  the 
Theological  School  and  two  will  teach 
in  out-stations  and  one  will  spend  an- 
other year  in  Middle  School  studies, 
The  six  who  enter  active  work  were 
each  supported  during  the  school 
course  by  Ladies'  Missionary  Socie- 
ties, Sabbath  Schools  or  Christian  En- 
deavor Societies  in  this  land. 

The  Girls'  School  in  Tak  Hing  was 
under  the  splendid  supervision  of  Miss 
Rose  A.  Huston  and  Miss  Mary  R 
Adams,  and  this  has  been  the  banner 
year  in  the  school’s  history.  The  work 
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covered  thirty-five  weeks  and  the  total 
enrollment  was  52.  Two  of  the  older 
girls  taught,  one  in  a day  school  in  Do 
Sing  and  one  at  Lo  Ting,  “while  oth- 
ers do  teaching  in  the  schools  here  at 
the  same  time  carrying  on  their  full 
work  in  school.”  Mrs.  Doig  and  Mrs. 
Kempf  have  taught  needlework,  Mrs. 
Wright,  music;  and  Mrs.  Robb,  draw- 
ing. In  addition  to  the  government 
course  of  study,  daily  work  in  the 
Bible  is  given.  A meeting  for  prayer 
and  Bible  study  is  held  Wednesday 
afternoons ; and  a Christian  Endeavor 
meeting  each  Sabbath  evening  of 
which  the  girls  have  full  charge.  A 
class  of  older  girls  and  women  meets 
Saturday  to  study  the  Sabbath  School 
lesson.  They  take  turns  teaching  the 
Sabbath  School  classes  and  in  review- 
ing the  previous  week’s  lesson.  Five 
girls  have  been  married  during  the 
year,  only  one  of  them  to  a Christian. 
The  others  could  not  join  church 
owing  to  the  opposition  of  their  hus- 
bands’ people.  One  pupil,  the  cook 
and  the  school  mother  died  during  the 
year. 

The  Women's  School  in  Tak  Hing 
enrolled  twelve  regular  pupils,  al- 
though two  of  them  were  children.  All 
the  women  are  widows,  some  with  chil- 
dren, and  they  are  entirely  dependent 
for  support  on  the  school.  One  of  the 
child  pupils  is  a little  motherless  blind 
girl  who  is  being  taught  the  Braille 
system.  Only  two  in  this  school  are 
not  church  members.  Three  were  bap- 
tized in  the  year.  More  time  is  given 
to  Bible  study  than  to  any  other  sub- 
ject. Besides  their  regular  work,  the 
pupils  have  done  visiting  in  the  homes 
of  Tak  Hing  and  the  surrounding 
country,  sometimes  accompanied  by  a 
missionary,  sometimes  not.  On  Sab- 
bath afternoons  several  gospel  teams 
went  to  different  places  to  speak.  On 
Wednesday  afternoons  and  Sabbath 
evenings  prayer  meetings  are  held  for 
the  women.  Owing  to  lack  of  teach- 
ers no  new  schools  have  been  opened. 
The  one  at  Do  Sing  has  done  very  good 
work  in  face  of  some  opposition.  In 


all  these  schools  some  attention  has 
been  given  to  industrial  work.  Mat 
making,  the  principal  industry  open 
to  the  women,  was  largely  impossible 
this  year  because  the  flood  destroyed 
the  grass. 

Let  a closing  word  be  said  touching 
the  school  work  in  Tak  Hing.  The 
appeal  of  our  missionaries  to  the  home 
church  is  for  an  increasing  volume  of 
prayer.  Mention  is  made  of  the  boys’ 
school,  in  which  “there  are  67  pupils 
and  only  5 Christians!  The  gradua- 
ting class  last  fall  were  all  Christians 
but  one.”  With  the  large  number  of 
new  pupils,  “above  all  things,”  they  en- 
treat, “urge  the  people  of  the  church  to 
Pray.” 

At  Lo  Ting  we  have  a boys’  school,  a 
girls’  school  and  some  work  among  the 
women,  and  a Bible  seller — our  mis- 
sion furnishing  the  man  and  the  man- 
agement and  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  providing  for  his  sup- 
port. 

The  Boys'  School,  although  not  yet 
fully  established,  is  reported  by  Mr. 
Taggart  in  the  following  encouraging 
statement:  “The  school  has  greatly 

improved  this  year  over  last,  owing 
to  the  releasing  of  an  incompetent 
teacher  and  taking  the  full  time  of  one 
who  was  giving  part  time  to  the  work 
last  year.  Of  this  one  I am  glad  to 
say  that  he  is  the  best  all-around  -v 
Chinese  teacher  that  I have  heard  in 
the  class  room.  He  is  a Christian,  and 
has  agreed  to  give  his  services  a little 
cheaper  than  the  usual  rate  for  men  of 
his  class,  so  that  no  additional  cost 
was  involved  in  the  change.”  One  of 
the  greatest  present  needs  on  the  field 
is  for  a thoroughly  competent  teacher 
for  this  school. 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart  is  the 
efficient  head  of  what  is  happily  called 
uThe  True  Road  Girls'  School"  at  Lo 
Ting.  There  were  54  day  and  four 
boarding  pupils  enrolled,  the  highest 
number  at  any  one  time  being  50. 
There  are  no  professing  Christians 
among  them  yet,  only  eight  being  old 
enough  to  understand  what  change  a 
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public  profession  of  Christ  should 
make  in  their  lives  in  non-Christian 
homes.  Three  of  these  have  expressed 
a desire  to  come  into  the  church.  The 
two  girl  teachers  for  the  first  three 
grades  are  from  the  Girls’  School  at 
Tak  Hing.  An  adjoining  building  has 
been  rented  which,  though  neither 
large  nor  well  ventilated,  increases  the 
class  room  capacity  from  40  to  65, 
and  furnishes  sleeping  rooms  for  the 
teachers  and  a helper. 

Miss  Stewart  reports  the  Women's 
Work : “With  the  exception  of  the  time 
I was  away  at  the  coast,  two  women’s 
meetings  have  been  held  each  week, 
one  on  Wednesday  afternoon  and  one 
on  Sabbath.  The  attendance  varied 
from  150  to  8.  A fair  average  would 
probably  be  25.  It  is  hard  for  you  in 
America,  where  women  enjoy  the  same 
educational  advantages  as  men,  to 
realize  how  difficult  it  is  to  hold  the 
attention  of  a crowd  of  Chinese  women 
who  feel  that  they  cannot  be  expected 
to  understand  a public  speaker,  least 
of  all,  a foreigner.  Many  times  one 
finds  a majority  of  the  strangers  dis- 
cussing one’s  personal  appearance  and 
manner  of  talking  Chinese  rather  than 
listening  to  the  message  one  longs  for 
them  to  hear  and  accept.  I must  con- 
fess that  such  meetings  are  a severer 
task  for  the  writer  than  any  other  she 
has  been  called  upon  to  perform.”  The 
work  of  the  native  teachers  sent  to 
Lo  Ting  by  the  Tak  Hing  School  has 
greatly  increased  the  popularity  of  the 
school.  “The  instruction  in  needle- 
work given  by  Mrs.  Dickson  has  also 
been  a strong  element  in  maintaining 
the  reputation  of  the  school.  “The 
opposition  to  our  Bible  course,”  con- 
tinues Miss  Stewart,  “is  not  so  pro- 
nounced as  it  was.  People  are  begin- 
ning to  inquire  why  our  pupils  re- 
ceive more  individual  attention  than 
those  of  other  schools.  In  fact,  we 
dare  to  hope  that  the  Master  has  been 
honored  by  what  we  have  tried  to  do 
in  His  Name.  Will  you  pray  with  us 
that  He  may  come  and  reign  in  the 
hearts  and  homes  of  all  those  who 
enter  our  school  and  chapel  gates  ?” 


The  Healing. 

With  Dr.  Kathryn  W.  McBurney 
leaving  the  field  early  last  summer  for 
a well-earned  furlough  in  the  home 
land,  the  medical  work  has  rested  with 
Dr.  J.  M.  Wright  at  Tak  Hing  and  Dr. 
E.  J.  M.  Dickson  at  Lo  Ting.  They 
received  some  help  from  the  medical 
students. 

The  constant  endeavor  in  the  med- 
ical department,  Dr.  Wright  declares, 
is  to  “heal  the  sick  and  say  unto  them, 
the  Kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto 
you.”  In  a land  where  almost  un- 
bounded ignorance  of  modern  medical 
science  prevails  and  where  the  conse- 
quent sufferings  of  the  people  are  well- 
nigh  indescribable,  the  ministry  of 
healing  is  almost  an  end  in  itself.  Yet 
the  aim  is  to  make  the  healing  of  the 
body  a means  to  saving  the  soul.  In 
the  efforts  to  this  end  the  church  will 
be  most  interested. 

The  Gregg  Memorial  Hospital  is  the 
centre  of  the  work  in  the  Tak  Hing 
district.  There  are  two  departments, 
one  for  men  and  one  for  women.  Dr. 
Wright,  who  conducts  the  department 
for  men,  says  the  same  general  prin- 
ciples are  carried  out  in  the  depart- 
ment for  women,  “and  while  there  is 
not  the  quantity  of  work  done  as  when 
Dr.  McBurney  is  in  charge,  yet  she 
has  left  faithful  co-workers  in  two 
Chinese  women  who  strive  to  carry  out 
the  work  in  the  same  fine  spirit,  and 
with  the  same  high  ideal  in  view.” 

Daily  religious  services  are  held  in 
which  Psalms  are  sung,  Scriptures  are 
read  and  explained  and  prayers  are 
offered.  “In  this  we  take  turns  with 
the  native  co-workers,  all  of  whom  are 
earnest  and  faithful  believers.”  A 
weekly  prayer  meeting  is  held  Wed- 
nesday afternoons.  Religious  books, 
tracts,  papers  and  leaflets  are  kept 
constantly  before  the  patients.  In  the 
medical  class  one  hour  daily  is  given 
to  Bible  study.  “It  affords  us  great 
pleasure,”  says  Dr.  Wright,  “to  be 
able  to  say  that  nearly  all  who  have 
been  in  the  hospital  as  patients  have 
expressed  themselves  as  being  favor- 
able to  the  gospel,  and  not  a few  of 
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them  have  said  they  believe.”  The 
hospital  has  been  open  all  year,  being 
left  in  charge  of  the  students  while 
the  missionaries  are  at  the  coast  on 
vacation. 

The  work  among  lepers  is  done 
through  Tai  So  of  the  woman’s  school. 
She  carries  them  food  and  clothing 
and  medicine,  and  gets  their  boats 
mended.  The  mission  hopes  to  do  an 
increasing  work  among  these  poor 
outcasts,  so  unfortunate  and  helpless, 
many  of  whom  are  joining  the  church. 

The  hospital  distributed  several 
hundred  anti-tuberculosis  calendars 
for  the  China  Commission  on  Hygiene 
and  Sanitation;  and  translated  sev- 
eral articles  for  the  Chinese  Medical 
Journal,  and  distributed  thousands  of 
leaflets  and  tracts.  Dr.  Wright,  with 
a conspicuous  aptitude  for  investiga- 
tion, has  specialized  on  tropical  dis- 
eases, to  the  benefit  of  our  mission  and 
all  missionaries  laboring  in  those  re- 
gions. By  request  he  delivered  four 
lectures  in  the  Kun  Yee  Medical  School 
in  Canton.  After  the  floods  much  re- 
lief work  was  done  and  many  oppor- 
tunities for  evangelistic  work  in  visit- 
ing the  flooded  districts  were  im- 
proved. 

In  the  men’s  department  at  the  hos- 
pital there  were  110  in-patients;  2200 
dispensary  patients,  9000  treatments ; 
72  operations,  59  out-calls,  38  trips  to 
Do  Sing,  where  dispensary  was  held 
every  Saturday,  followed  by  evangel- 
istic services  on  the  Sabbath.  For 
the  woman’s  department  the  report 
approximates  476  patients,  304  new 
patients  and  4598  treatments. 

The  Medical  Work  at  Lo  Ting  is  fast 
developing  under  Dr.  Dickson,  al- 
though he  has  not  yet  had  sufficient 
time  on  the  field  to  perfect  his  use  of 
the  language.  Clinic  days  have  been 
increased  from  one  to  three.  The  dis- 
pensary and  boys’  school  are  well  lo- 
cated in  an  old  temple,  rent  free. 
During  the  coming  year  it  is  hoped  to 
have  a gospel  service  at  each  clinic, 
heretofore  an  impossibility  owing  to 
unfamiliarity  with  the  language.  At 


each  clinic  portions  of  Scripture  and 
tracts  were  sold  to  patients  and  invi- 
tations extended  to  attend  the  chapel 
services.  One  of  the  government 
school  teachers,  who  talks  English, 
was  of  great  assistance  to  Dr.  Dickson 
in  giving  health  talks  in  the  govern- 
ment middle  schools;  also  in  arrang- 
ing street  meetings  on  Sabbath  after- 
noons. The  number  of  clinics  during 
the  year  was  98 ; patients  1065 ; oper- 
ations 11. 

The  future  for  the  medical  work  in 
Lo  Ting  looks  bright,  as  indicated  by 
this  paragraph  from  Dr.  Dickson’s  re- 
port: “Last  spring  Dr.  Wright  paid 
us  a visit  and  laid  a plan  before  a few 
of  the  native  Christians  whereby  they 
might  manage  and  finance  their  own 
hospital  without  asking  for  more  from 
the  home  church  than  possibly  the 
services  of  foreign,  missionaries.  This 
plan  has  been  developing  in  the  minds 
of  these  men  and  at  present  it  appears 
that  an  effort  will  be  made  during  the 
coming  year  to  procure  a site  and 
building  for  hospital  work.”  Recent 
letters  indicate  that  land  may  soon  be 
procured  for  this  project. 

A tabulation  of  statistics  for  the 
China  and  Cyprus  fields  has  been  pre- 
pared and  is  herewith  submitted.  We 
regret  the  inability  of  the  mission- 
aries in  Latakia  and  Mersina  to  for- 
ward statistics  for  those  centres.  Our 
hope  is  that  in  another  year  complete 
tables  may  be  submitted,  showing  with 
a good  degree  of  accuracy  the  status 
in  each  field. 

The  Board  reports  to  Synod  its 
action  in  accepting  the  generous  offer 
of  Dr.  Sommerville,  who  tendered 
Olive  Trees  to  the  Board.  It  has 
thus  become  the  property  of  the 
Church,  and  the  Board  proposes,  with 
the  Synod’s  concurrence,  to  continue 
its  publication  as  the  official  mission- 
ary journal.  The  Rev.  McLeod  M. 
Pearce,  D.  D.,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  A. 
Blair,  M.  A.,  have  been  appointed  to 
edit  and  publish  it.  The  Board  heart- 
ily commends  Olive  Trees  to  the 
Church  and  earnestly  solicits  the  co- 
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operation  of  each  pastor  and  elder  in 
realizing  what  is  to  us  the  laudable 
ambition  of  placing  the  magazine  in 
every  home  in  the  Covenanter  Church. 

In  closing  the  Board  continues  to 
call  for  needed  missionaries.  Should 
the  war  clouds  in  the  Levant  clear 
away,  we  shall  need  an  additional  min- 
ister and  physician  in  the  Latakia  dis- 
trict, and  another  physician  in  Mer- 
sina;  two  trained  nurses,  one  in  La- 
takia and  one  in  Mersina ; a short  term 
teacher  in  the  English  school  for  boys 
in  Mersina;  and  a young  man  should 
be  sent  to  Cyprus  this  coming  autumn 
to  teach  in  the  academy. 

We  are  calling  for  trained  teachers 
for  China.  An  imperative  need  is  a 
young  man,  trained  for  teaching,  to 
take  charge  of  a boys’  school  in  Lo 
Ting.  We  are  still  asking  and  pray- 
ing for  women  to  do  evangelistic 
work  in  China.  There  is  an  opening 
for  a trained  nurse  in  the  Gregg  Me- 
morial Hospital.  And  there  is  an  ever- 
widening  field  for  ministers  of  the 
gospel  to  break  new  soil  in  the  out- 
lying districts  and  to  keep  in  touch 
with  those  who  have  been  more  or  less 
deeply  impressed  with  the  gospel  in 
the  hospitals,  the  schools  and  the 
chapels.  These  return  to  unbelieving 
homes,  one,  two  or  even  three  days’ 
journey  from  the  present  centres. 

There  are  in  this  country  on  en- 
forced furlough  from  the  Levant,  the 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson  and  wife,  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Edgar  and  wife,  Dr.  J. 
M.  Balph  and  wife;  Miss  F.  Elma 
French  and  Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns. 
By  reason  of  ill  health,  Mrs.  McCar- 
roll,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Walter  McCar- 
roll  of  Cyprus,  was  obliged  to  come 
to  America  this  spring. 

Of  our  missionaries  to  China  the 


Rev.  John  K.  Robb  and  wife;  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Dean  and  Dr.  Kathryn  W. 
McBurney  are  home  on  furlough.  The 
Rev.  W.  M.  Robb  and  wife  and  the 
Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell  and  wife,  Dr.  Ida 
M.  Scott  and  Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson, 
R.  N.,  are  still  providentially  detained 
from  returning  to  the  field.  It  is  ex- 
pected by  the  time  Synod  is  in  session 
the  Rev.  D.  Raymond  Taggart  and 
family,  and  Miss  Rose  A.  Huston  will 
have  reached  the  home  land  on  fur- 
lough. 

Providence  permitting,  the  Rev. 
John  K.  Robb,  the  Rev.  William  M. 
Robb  and  family,  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Mitch- 
ell and  wife,  Dr.  Kathryn  W.  McBur- 
ney and  Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean  hope  to 
return  to  China  this  autumn.  Others, 
the  Board  expects,  will  be  under  ap- 
pointment by  the  time  Synod  meets,  or 
soon  thereafter,  and  ready  to  go  to 
China  within  a few  months. 

The  Board  asks  for  an  appropriation 
of  $25,000.00  for  the  Mission  in  the 
Levant  and  of  $30,000.00  for  that  in 
China. 

The  time  for  which  the  Rev.  R.  C. 
Montgomery,  D.  D.,  S.  A.  S.  Metheny, 
M.  D.,  Mr.  William  G.  Carson  and  Mr. 
Joseph  M.  Steele  were  appointed  to 
the  Board  has  expired.  Their  suc- 
cessors should  be  chosen  by  Synod. 

In  the  name  of  the  Board,  respect- 
fully submitted, 

Findley  M.  Wilson, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


SUPPOSE 

Suppose  some  one  were  to  offer  me 
a thousand  dollars  for  every  soul  that 
I might  earnestly  try  to  lead  to  Christ, 
would  I endeavor  to  lead  any  more 
souls  to  Him  than  I am  endeavoring  to 
do  now?  Is  it  possible  that  I would' 
attempt  to  do  for  money,  even  at  the 
risk  of  blunders  or  ridicule,  what  I 
hesitate  or  shrink  from  doing  now  in 
obedience  to  God’s  command?  Is  my 
love  of  money  stronger  than  my  love 
of  God  or  of  souls?  How  feeble  then 
my  love  of  God!  Perhaps  this  ex- 
plains why  I am  not  a soul-winner. 


COMPARATIVE  REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  FOREIGN  MISSION  BOARD 


1914-1915 

Receipts.  Payments. 
Levant  Mission,  General  Fund  $27,42067  $29,096.26 
China  Mission,  General  Fund  . . 16,182.72  18,236.29 

1914-1915 

Receipts.  Payments. 

Levant  Mission,  Special  Fund — 


Syrian  $331.20  $331.20 

Asia  Minor 210.00  210.00 

Cyprus  485.00  485.00 

China 3,182.13  3,182.13 


1915-1916 

Receipts.  Payments. 
$25,732.70  $24,192.37 
14,571.99  12,714.19 

1915-1916 

Receipts.  Payments. 

$2,926.82  $1,938.58 

3,117.28  2,660.00 

60.00  20.00 
2,063.02  1,809.26 


We  desire  to  call  special  attention 
to  the  Comparative  Financial  State- 
ment of  our  contributions  to  Foreign 
Mission  work.  We  want  each  mem- 
ber of  the  church  to  realize  that  the 
work  is  his  or  hers,  and  that  the  re- 
sponsibility of  each  one  is  “As  God 
has  prospered  him.” 

We  are  thankful  that  there  is  a bal- 
ance in  the  General  Fund  of  both  the 
Levant  and  the  China  Mission  Fields. 
This,  however,  is  not  due  to  our  in- 
creased liberality  or  any  increase  in 
our  gifts,  as  you  will  notice,  in  com- 
paring the  statement  of  receipts,  that 
the  contributions  this  year  are  less 
than  they  were  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  the  reason  that  we  have  a 
balance  instead  of  a deficit  is  due  to 
the  war  conditions  existing  in  the 
Levant  Field,  which  have  seriously  in- 
terfered with  the  Mission  work,  and 
due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  our  mis- 
sion workers  are  at  home  because  of 
sickness  or  because  of  their  inability 
to  go  back  to  their  fields  of  labor,  and 
while  in  the  home  land  they  are  en- 
gaged in  work,  thus  relieving  the 
Board  of  their  support. 

For  the  coming  year,  we  are  ask- 
ing for  appropriations  on  the  basis  of 
our  actual  needs,  as  we  see  them  to- 
day. For  the  Levant,  we  ask  $25,- 
000.00,  which  is  less  than  we  asked  for 
last  year.  If  the  appeal  comes  for 
more  help  later  in  the  year,  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  ask  you  to  contribute 
an  additional  amount  to  the  regular 
funds,  as  we  have  done  in  the  past. 
If  the  war  comes  to  an  end  before  the 
year  is  out,  we  may  find  it  necessary 


to  ask  you  to  increase  your  gifts  to 
that  field  to  meet  the  expense  of  send- 
ing out  our  missionaries. 

For  the  China  Mission  Field  we  are 
asking  $30,000.00,  which  is  an  in- 
crease. We  are  expecting  a large 
group  of  missionaries  to  go  to  the 
China  Field  this  fall.  The  support  of 
the  missionaries  now  in  the  Field  and 
the  new  missionaries  and  of  the  de- 
velopment of  their  work  in  order  to 
make  the  best  use  of  their  lives  in 
that  great  and  important  Field,  will 
call  for  the  full  amount  asked. 

We  desire  your  earnest  prayers  and 
co-operation  in  behalf  of  your  repre- 
sentatives in  all  the  Fields  and  in 
seeking  that  the  conditions  in  the 
Levant  may  soon  be  more  favorable, 
thus  enabling  our  missionaries  to  re- 
turn to  their  fields  of  labor,  and  that 
we  may  be  willing  to  go  in  and  pos- 
sess the  great  fields  in  the  far  East, 
which  are  imploring  our  help. 

We  rejoice  to  see  the  ever-increas- 
ing responsibilities  which  are  being 
assumed  by  the  native  Chinese.  They 
are  proposing  to  erect  and  sustain 
their  own  hospital  in  Lo  Ting,  we  to 
furnish  them  only  the  medical  force. 
We  have  the  great  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing them  the  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  all  their  spheres  of  life.  The 
day  is  fast  approaching  when  China 
will  not  need  our  help  nor  want  it. 
Today  is  the  day  of  opportunity  in 
China.  Our  Field  is  far  from  being 
occupied. 

How  much  of  consecrated  life  and 
consecrated  money  are  we  going  to 
put  into  China  in  the  very  near  future. 

Jos.  M.  Steele. 


Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission  in  China.  Statistical  Report  for  1915-16. 
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F0REI6N  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1916 


LataJda,  Syria. 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewabt,  D.  D 

Mrs.  J. S. Stewart 

Rev.  Samual  Edgar,  . . , 

Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  on  furlough. . 
J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D., ) . . , 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Balph  . . \ on  furlou«h-  • • • 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns,  on  fur’gh 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 

Rev.  Robt.  E.  Willson,  ) , , , 

Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Willson  ] 011  fur  gh 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland. 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Mrs.  John  Peoples 

Mr.  J.  French  Carithers 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  F.  Elma  French,  on  furlough  . 

Lamaca,  Cyprus . 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 

Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll 

Mr.  Dwight  H.  Conner 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Stewart 


Nicosia,  Cyprus. 
Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 
Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll. 


Tak  Hmg  Chau,  West  River, 

South  China, 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb 


Rev.  J.  K.  Robb,  ) . . , 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb  [ on  furlou*h 

Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb  ) * . , 

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb  f 011  furlough 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.,  on  fur. 
Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D.,  on  furlough 
Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson,  on  furlough 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams • 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Lo  Ting,  via  Canton,  South  China. 

Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart 

Mrs.  D.  R.  Taggart 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean,  on  furlough. . 
Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell  ) f , , 
Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell  ) on  lur  gB 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D 

Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1916 


Indian  Mission. 

Apache,  Okla. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  D.  D.,  Superintend- 
ent 

Rev.  Owen  F.  Thompson 
Miss  Mary  McFarland 
Miss  Minta  Allen 
Miss  Inez  Wicherham 
Miss  Lena  Blackwood 
Miss  Ellen  Wilson 
Miss  Fay  Taylor 
Mr.  Moyer  Williams 
Mr.  Clay  Williams 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  5th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Annie  Forsyth,  Visiting  Missionary. 

Volunteer  Workers. 

Mrs.  J.  Hunter  Limerick,  Sr. 

Miss  Mary  Grey 
Miss  Mazie  Steele 
Mrs.  John  H.  Minnick 
Miss  Helen  Stewart 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Miss  McBride 
Miss  A.  Calk 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Duncan 


Southern  Mission. 

Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  George  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintend- 
ent, Knox  Academy 

Miss  Margaret  Martin,  Principal  of  High 
School 

Miss  Ella  M.  Hays,  Grammar  School 

Miss  Elvira  Sims 

Miss  Ella  Frazier 

Miss  Ella  Thompson 

Mrs.  M.  I.  Robb 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims 

Mrs.  Ellen  Senegal 

Miss  M.  E.  Fowler,  Sup’t  Girls ’ Industrial 
Department 

Miss  Ora  B.  Shelton,  Assistant  Girls?  In- 
dustrial Department 
Miss  Anna  Sims 
Miss  Mary  Wilson 
Mrs.  P.  C.  Ashurst,  Music 
Miss  Sophie  Kingston,  East  Selma 
Miss  Laura  Mae  Kingston,  East  Selma 
Miss  Gussie  Ware,  Valley  Creek 
Mrs.  L.  Kynett,  Pleasant  Grove 
Prof.  W.  M.  Bottoms,  Sup’t  Boys * Indus- 
trial Department 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Parker 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 

^ ''  -'V  1 .**  ■#  •;  V 

President 

HENRY  O’NEIL,  740  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York  City. 

Vice-President 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  649  N.  22nd  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Corresponding  Secretary 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON,  D.  D.,  2517  N.  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary 

F.  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

WILLIAM  G.  CARSON,  205  South  42nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission  ; Indian  Mission;  Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Aged  People's  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 


TELEPHONE:  785  MORNINGSIDE 

WM.  MoGbBHN’S  SON 

I!  Undertaker  ^\nd  Embalmer 

508  WEST  134th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NBW  YORK 


fl.  LflBER 

MflNflOBR 


PRESCRIPTIONS  FlbbED 
GLASSES  PITTED 


•HERBERT  & HUESGEN  GO. 


Opticians  * 


Cf\MERf\S  fVND 
PfiOTO  SUPPLIES 


18  Ef 1ST  142nd  STREET 

Telephone,  Murray  Hill  624 


NEW  YORK 


JAMES  S.  TIBBY  - Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WHITE  FOR  PRICES 


